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PHOTO — BEOWULF SHEEHAN 
Meryl Streep poses with a #FreeSentsov sign with Ukrainian lawmaker 
Mustafa Nayyem. 


Meryl Streep backs 
campaign to free 

Ukrainian filmmaker 

Oleg Sentsov 


By Maria Romanenko, Kyiv Post, 

One of the world’s top actresses, 
Meryl Streep, has called for the 
freeing of Oleg Sentsov, a Ukrain- 


e@ @ Фе Фе e 

Bishops pay ad limina visit to Holy Father 
The Assembly of Western Catholic Bishops (AWCB) of Canada, which includes the four Ukrainian Catholic 
hierarchs, made their ad limina visit to Pope Francis during the week of March 27 to April 1. The visits are 
normally completed every five years; however, a number of circumstances prevented this from happening for 
ten years. According to the Catholic Encyclopedia: “The visit ad limina means, technically, the obligation 
incumbent on certain members of the hierarchy of visiting, at stated times, the ‘thresholds of the Apostles’, Sts. 
Peter and Paul, and of presenting themselves before the pope to give an account of the state of their dioceses. 
The object of the visit is not merely to make a pilgrimage to the tombs of the apostles, but, above all, to show 
the proper reverence for the Successor of St. Peter, to acknowledge practically his universal jurisdiction by giv- 
ing an account of the condition of particular churches, to receive his admonitions and counsels, and thus bind 
more Closely the members of the Church to its Divinely appointed head.” Pictured above: The Western Canada 
Ukrainian Catholic clergy who attended. For more see page 11 of this issue 


Pence expresses ‘unwavering’ U.S. 
support for Ukraine’s sovereignty 


(RFE/RL)—Vice President 


ian filmmaker sentenced to 20 
years in jail after being subjected 
to a sham trial in Russia. 

The U.S. actress and renowned 
philanthropist was pictured along- 
side Ukrainian lawmaker Mustafa 
Nayyem with a “Free Sentsov” 
sign in a photograph taken during 
the PEN America Annual Literary 
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Gala on April 25, at which Sentsov 
was honoured with a 2017 PEN/ 
Barbey Freedom to Write award. 

Nayyem, who posted the photo- 
graph on his Facebook account on 
April 30, said that the actress was 
genuinely interested in Sentsov’s 
case, and eager to help. 

“She was already aware of the 


Mike Pence expressed the Trump 
administration’s “unwavering sup- 
port” for Ukraine’s sovereignty in a 
meeting with the country’s foreign 
minister on May 10. 

A White House statement said 
Pence met with Ukrainian For- 
eign Minister Pavlo Klimkin as 
President Donald Trump was 


fact that one of the nominees is an | meeting with Klimkin’s Russian 


imprisoned filmmaker, but didn’t 
know (Sentsov’s) entire story,” 
Nayyem wrote, “I told her about 
the case, (Sentsov’s) family, Cri- 
mea, (Russian) nationality being 
forced upon him, and his two chil- 
dren stuck in the annexed terri- 
tory.” 

Nayyem said that Streep asked 
him how she could help, which 
is when the lawmaker told her 
about the Pen America campaign 
for freeing Sentsov and suggested 
they take a photograph with a “Free 
Sentsov” sign to raise awareness. 

“She agreed without hesitating,’ 
Nayyem says, adding that she also 
asked Nayyem to be in the photo- 
graph too. 

“Who will believe that I came 
up with this sign myself?” Nayyem 
quoted Streep as saying. 
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Cont. on P. 3 


The statement said Pence stressed 
America’s support for Ukraine’s 
“territorial integrity” while urging 
Kyiv to “peacefully resolve the 
conflict” with Russia-backed sep- 
aratists in eastern Ukraine. 

The conflict with separatists 
began in 2014 about the same time 
Russia annexed Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula, drawing condemnation 


from Europe and the United States. 
Trump’s meeting with Lavrov 
was aimed at fulfilling his cam- 
paign pledge to improve relations 
with Russia, while Pence’s meeting 
with Klimkin appeared aimed at 
assuring Kyiv that better relations 
with Moscow would not come at 

Ukraine’s expense. 
See also page 3 
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U.S. Vice President Mike Pence (right) meets with Ukrainian Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin 


Радіо Свобода отримало 
відео моменту вибуху 
машини ОБСЄ на 
Луганщині 


(Радіо Свобода)- -Радіо Свобода оприлюднило ексклюзивне відео, 
де зафіксований момент, коли під час проїзду транспортного засобу, 
що перевозив спостерігачів ОБСЄ на підконтрольній угрупованню 
«ЛНР» території Луганської області, вибухнула придорожня бомба. 

Відоо, зняте з північного боку від місця інциденту, показує дві ма- 
шини місії OBCE за кілька секунд до вибуху, потім камеру струшує 
- і зображення розфокусовується, після чого видно густий чорний 
дим. 

За інформацією кореспондента Радіо Свобода Крістофера 
Міллера, запис редакція отримала від «джерела з української сто- 
рони». Згідно з його даними, дорога, де трапився вибух, рідко 
використовується цивільними через близькість до лінії зіткнення, 
але в розширеній версії відео видно ще третю неїдентифіковану ма- 
шину, яка проїжджає цією дорогою через 9 хвилин у напрямку ви- 
буху. 

У Спеціальній моніторинговій місії ОБСЄ заявили 28 квітня, 
що, на їхню думку, підрив автомобіля ОБСЄ на непідконтрольній 
українській владі території Луганщини не був нещасним випадком, 
міну заклали навмисно. 

Зранку 23 квітня у районі села Пришиб на контрольованій угру- 
пованням «ЛНР» частині Луганщини підірвався автомобіль СММ 
ОБСЄ. Загинув американський фельдшер Джозеф Стоун. Це перший 
випадок загибелі члена місії ОБСЄ за три роки збройного конфлікту 
на території України. 

Окрім нього були госпіталізовані ще двоє членів патруля місії - 
громадяни Німеччини та Чехії. 

В угрупованні «ЛНР» звинуватили у підриві автомобіля ОБСЄ 
«підготовлену українську  диверсійно-розвідувальну групу». 
Натомість у Міністерстві закордонних справ України вважають, 
що підрив автомобіля Спеціальної моніторингової місії ОБСЄ на 
Донбасі є спробою Москви 1 підтримуваних нею бойовиків залякати 
спостерігачів. Служба безпеки України кваліфікувала інцидент як 
теракт. 
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День пам'яті та примирення 
Ветерани Другої світової поряд із 
бійцями нинішньої війни з Росією 


Михайло Штекель, Радіо Свобода 

Восьмого травня в Україні - в День пам'яті та 
примирення — провели хвилину мовчання і низку 
заходів для вшанування загиблих у роки Другої 
світової війни. До участі запрошували як ветеранів 
Другої світової, так і учасників нинішньої війни, 
яку веде Росія проти України на українському 
Донбасі. У Києві також відкрили історичну ви- 
ставку про участь бійців Української повстанської 
армії в боротьбі з нацистами. Цього року УПА 
відзначає 75-у річницю утворення. На окупованій 
частині Донбасу представники угруповань «ДНР» 
і «ЛНР» обвинувачують Україну в диверсіях і 
спробі ліквідувати ватажка донецьких бойовиків 
Олександра Захарченка. 

Восьмого травня в Україні відзначають День 
пам'яті та примирення. Цього дня в 1945 році 
представники антигітлерівської коаліції у Другій 
світовій війні ухвали акт щодо беззастережної 
капітуляції збройних сил нацистської Німеччини. 
За часів Радянського Союзу 9 травня святкували 
як День перемоги Червоної армії над німецько- 
«фашистськими» загарбниками. 

Ця дата досі відзначається в деяких європейських 
країнах, але від 2005 року за рішенням OOH 8 1 
9 травня вирішили відзначати як дні пам'яті й 
примирення. В Україні до цієї концепції дати 
капітуляції нацистів долучились у 2015 році. 

Восьмого травня рівно опівдні всі українські 
телеканали і радіостанції припинили мовлення і 
пригадали загиблих хвилиною мовчання. Також, 
по всій Україні проходили акції пам'яті й молебні, 
в тому числі й міжконфесійні -- в Запоріжжі, Одесі, 
Харкові, Львові та інших містах вшановували 
пам'ять загиблих у Другій світовій війні. 

Зокрема в Запоріжжі вогонь пам'яті запалювали 
ветеран Другої світової війни полковник Віктор 
Варваршеня, учасник нинішніх бойових дій на 
Донбасі Сергій Мандалина і кадет Запорізького 
обласного ліцею з посиленою військово-фізичною 
підготовкою «Захисник» Олег Грицун. 

У такі моменти відчуваєш гордість від спільного 
досягнення, тому що учасники АТО, як свого часу 
ветерани Другої світової, змогли захистити свою 
країну, каже Мандалина. 

«У мене воював дідусь, у нього багато нагород, 
багато медалей. Коли він помер, мені було десь 
три роки, але я завжди пишався своїм дідом. Те- 
пер можна пишатися ще тим, чого ми досягли. Це 
здорово», - відповів ветеран АТО на запитання 
Радіо Свобода про те, що він відчував 8 травня під 
час вшанування загиблих. Мандалина пішов на 
війну ще на самому початку, під час першої хвилі 
мобілізації. Служив у 79-й аеромобільній бригаді 
командиром  гарматно-гаубичного самохідного 
артилерійського дивізіону. 

У Києві пам'ятні заходи проводить, зокрема, 
Український інститут національної пам'яті. Го- 
лова інституту Володимир В'ятрович нагадав, 
що українці були змушені воювати по різні боки 
конфлікту за чужі інтереси, проте окремо, на дум- 


ку Інституту, стоять бійці Української повстанської 
армії. Їм присвячена виставка «Відповідь не- 
скореного народу», яку відкрили в Києві по- 
близу Національного музею історії України. За 
підрахунками Інституту, в лавах УПА служило 
близько 100 тисяч українців. 

«Це друга наша велика виставка, Перша зараз 
є просто на Майдані, це інсталяція із портретами 
українців, які в лавах семи армій воювали з нациз- 
мом під час Другої світової війни. Наші рекомендації 
полягали в тому, щоб цього року згадувати всіх тих, 
хто боровся з нацизмом у різних арміях, але зважаю- 
чи на те, що цього року ще й 75-а річниця створення 
УПА, ми вирішили зробити про їхній внесок окрему 
виставку», - розповів В'ятрович. 

На думку голови Інституту національної 
пам'яті, на сьогоднішній день можна говорити 
про, здебільшого, примирення українців з приводу 
подій у Другій світовій війні. Абсолютна більшість 
українців не розділяється з приводу ставлення до 
цієї війни, наголосив В'ятрович, вони ставляться 
до неї як до однієї з найбільших трагедій. 

Виставку «Відповідь нескореного народу» го- 
тували з лютого. У роботі брали участь представ- 
ники Інституту національної пам'яті і Центру 
досліджень визвольного руху, зокрема Ігор Бігун, 
Олеся Icarox, Володимир Бірчак і Андрій Усач, a 
також декан історичного факультету Київського 
національного університету Іван Патриляк. 

Усього з нацистською Німеччиною  воюва- 
ло близько 7 мільйонів українців, у тому числі в 
Червоній армії, Українській повстанській армії, 
Війську польському, французьких, британських, 
канадських збройних силах і армії США. 

На окупованому Донбасі День пам'яті та при- 
мирення не обійшовся без провокацій - бойовики 
повідомили про два вибухи поблизу меморіалу на 
Савур-Могилі Донецької області. На меморіалі, 
присвяченому загиблим під час Другої світової 
війни радянським солдатам, планував 8 трав- 
ня виступити Олександр Захарченко - ватажок 
бойовиків угруповання «ДНР». Ще п'ять фугасів, 
згідно з повідомленнями сайтів бойовиків, знайш- 
ли пізніше. Захарченко обвинуватив у диверсії 
українську армію, а речник Міністерства обо- 
рони з питань АТО Андрій Лисенко назвав вибу- 
хи елементом багатоходової комбінації Кремля, 
спрямованої на дискредитацію України. 

«Тим більше, що вибух був, за оперативним да- 
ними, за деякий час перед приїздом журналістів. 
Їм і показали вирву свіжу, начебто це українське 
ДРГ. Але жодного свідка чи свідчення цього немає, 
тому ви вважаємо це промовистою провокацією 
напередодні такого свята», - заявив Лисенко. 

Проте урочисте святкування перемоги в районі 
меморіалу бойовики все ж таки провели - за дани- 
ми бойовиків, туди приїхали тисячі людей. 

Останнім 8 травня пам'ятним заходом стала 
«Перша хвилина миру» о 23:01 - акт про безза- 
стережну капітуляцію Німеччини набув чинності 
саме о 23:00 72 роки тому. 


Ukrainian Меуу5/Українські вісті, May 11 - 24, 11 - 24 травня, 2017 


Meryl Streep backs 
campaign to free 
Oleg Sentsov 


Cont. from P. 1 , 

According to Nayyem, Streep later spoke with him again 
and said that she was ready to join the Pen America cam- 
paign for Sentsov’s freedom. The lawmaker says he saw her 
crying during the screening of a video about Sentsov at the 
award ceremony. 

Crimean-born Sentsoy, who has been vocal about his 
Ukrainian views, was detained in Crimea in May 2014 and 
taken to Russia together with another Ukrainian Crimean- 
born activist Oleksandr Kolchenko. In August 2015 he was 
charged with terrorism by the North Caucasus District Court 
of Russia, which accused him and Kolchenko of setting up a 
terrorist group in Russian-occupied Crimea, committing two 
terrorist attacks, and planning another one with the use of 
explosive devices. 

The charges, which were accompanied by serious physical 
abuse and a lack of evidence, have been condemned as fabri- 
cated by many global human rights groups. 

After the sham trial, Sentsov was sentenced on Aug. 25, 
2015 to 20 years in prison in Yakutsk, Siberia. In May 2016 
both he and Kolchenko, who was jailed for 10 years, applied 
for extradition to Ukraine, but five months later, in Octo- 
ber 2016, the Russian government refused, claiming that the 
Ukrainian Crimeans had automatically become Russian — 
just like the annexed peninsula where they were from. 

Streep’s support comes months after another prominent 
Hollywood actor supported Sentsov. In a photograph imitat- 
ing a mugshot and published on voiceproject.org on Nov. 
16, the Hollywood star Johnny Depp is seen holding a sign 
that says “Yakutsk, Russia. 20 years” (indicating the place 
were Sentsov is imprisoned, and the length of the sentence). 
The photograph is a part of the “Imprisoned for Art” photo 
campaign, initiated by the Voice Project international human 
rights organization. 

Since the launch of the PEN/Barbara Goldsmith Freedom 
to Write Award in 1987, renamed as PEN/Barbey Freedom 
to Write Award in 2016, PEN America has honored more 
than 50 individual writers, recognizing their “struggle in the 
face of adversity for the right to free expression.” 

Thirty-seven out of the 41 imprisoned writers presented 
with the award were later released due to the pressure and 
attention it generates. 


Trial of RFE/RL - 
contributor Semena 
resumes in Crimea 


(RFE/RL)—The trial of RFE/RL contributor Mykola 
Semena, a Crimean journalist who is fighting what he says 
is a politically motivated separatism charge on the Russian- 
controlled peninsula, has resumed in the Crimean capital, 
Simferopol. 

At the most recent session, on May 3, the judge ordered 
two prosecution witnesses who failed to show up in court to 
be forced to attend. A local journalist whom Semena wanted 
summoned to the trial was also expected to testify. 

Semena faces up to five years in prison if convicted by 
Russia, which has jailed several Crimeans who have op- 
posed or criticized Moscow’s 2014 seizure of the Black Sea 
peninsula from Ukraine. 

Semena’s trial has been adjourned three times for different 
reasons since it started on March 20. 

The charge against 66-year-old Semena stems from an 
article he wrote for RFE/RL’s Krym.Realii (Crimea Real- 
ities) website in 2015. 

The Kremlin-installed authorities in Crimea have charged 
that the article called for the violation of Russia’s territorial 
integrity. 

Semena says he is innocent. He says that Crimea’s status 
was and remains in dispute, and that he has the right to open- 
ly express his opinion. 

The United States, the European Union, the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), and inter- 
national media watchdogs have expressed concern about the 
prosecution of Semena. 

Activists say his trial is part of a persistent Russian clamp- 
down on independent media and dissent in Crimea since 
Moscow’s takeover. 

RFE/RL President Thomas Kent has described the case 
against Semena as “part of a concerted effort by Russian and 
Russian-backed authorities to obstruct RFE/RL’s journalistic 
mission to provide an independent press to residents of Cri- 
mea.” 
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Trump praises ‘very good’ 
meeting with Lavrov 


(RFE/RL)—U:S. President Donald Trump said his talks 
with Russia’s foreign minister were “very good” and said 
both Washington and Moscow were working toward ending 
the six-year war in Syria. 

Trump’s May 10 White House meeting with Sergei Lav- 
гоу was the highest-level meeting the U.S. president has had 
with a Russian official since taking office in January. 

The talks were overshadowed, however, by Trump’s deci- 
sion a day earlier to fire FBI Director James Comey, a sur- 
prise announcement that roiled Washington. 

Comey was overseeing the criminal investigations into the 
ties between Trump associates and Russian officials. 

In brief comments to reporters at the White House, Trump 
praised the outcome of his meeting with Lavrov. 

“T think that we are going to do very well with respect to 
Syria. I think things are happening. They are really, really, 
really positive,” Trump said. 

Trump made the comments alongside Henry Kissinger, the 
legendary diplomat who served in Richard Nixon’s presidency 
more than four decades ago. Kissinger has served as a back- 
channel intermediary to the Kremlin for many years under sev- 
eral administrations, Democratic and Republican. 

In a statement released later, the White House said Trump 
urged Lavrov to “rein in” Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
and Iran. Both are close allies of Russia. 

Trump also discussed the issue of Ukraine, the White 
House said, and Trump “stressed Russia’s responsibility to 
fully implement the Minsk agreements,” which set out con- 
ditions for a cease-fire in eastern Ukraine. 

Russia has backed insurgents in eastern Ukraine, sparking 
a war that has killed more than 9,900 people. 

Lavrov, meanwhile, told reporters at the Russian Embassy 
that Trump wanted “mutually beneficial, businesslike, prag- 
matic” relations with Moscow. 
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Society 
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І. аугоу said the issue of sanctions — imposed by the inter- 
national community on Moscow for its 2014 annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula — was not raised during the 
meeting. And he brushed aside questions about Russia’s al- 
leged interference in last year’s presidential campaign. 

Lavrov also said that Trump and Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin will meet for the first time in July in Hamburg, 
when the German city hosts a summit of leaders from the 
Group of 20 economic powers. 

Lavrov was joined in the meeting by Russia’s ambassador 
to the United States, Sergei Kislyak, who has been at the 
center of speculation concerning Trump associates’ ties to 
Russian officials. Trump’s first national security adviser, Mi- 
chael Flynn, was fired after he misled White House officials 
about his interactions with Kislyak and others. 

Earlier on May 10, Lavrov met with U.S. Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson, discussing Syria, Ukraine, and other 
issues. 

Tillerson said the meeting was a chance for the two to 
“continue our dialogue and our exchange of views” since his 
trip to Moscow last month. At the time, Tillerson said rela- 
tions with Russia needed to be rebuilt. 

Asked by reporters about the Comey firing, Lavrov те- 
acted sarcastically, saying, “Was he fired? You’re kidding. 
You're kidding.” Then he waved his hand dismissively and 
exited the room alongside Tillerson. 

During last year’s election campaign, Trump called for 
better relations with Russia. Since taking office, however, 
many top cabinet officials have voiced a tougher stance that 
is closer to more conventional Republican approaches and to 
the policies of former President Barack Obama. 

The administration has backed NATO efforts to counter 
Russia’s military buildup and aggressive actions in Europe, 
from the Baltics to Ukraine and Georgia. 


Українське 
Музичне 
Товариство 
Альберти 


СЕМІНАР УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ХОРОВИХ ДИРИГЕНТІВ 
UKRAINIAN CHORAL CONDUCTORS’ SEMINAR 


July 14 - 23, 2017 at St. John’s Institute in Edmonton, Alberta 


Наша мета: Дати заавансованим і новим диригентам свіжий огляд 
скарбів великої української хорової спадщини. 


Our Goal: To give established and aspiring conductors a fresh exposure to 
the treasure of the great Ukrainian choral heritage. 


Instructors: 


Maestro Laurence Ewashko, Ottawa 


Rev. Dr. Taras Koberynko, Ukraine 
Irena Szmihelsky, Edmonton 
Irena Tarnawsky, Edmonton 


Seminar Lectures to include the following topics: 
* Individual/Private Conducting Lessons 
* Practical work with the Seminar Choir/Rehearsal Techniques 
* Score Analysis 
* Choral Musicianship 
* Vocal Technique 
* Liturgical Music 


Репертуар включатиме слідуючі жанри: 
Духовні, народні, сучасні й оригінальні/авторські твори. 


Repertoire will include the following genres: 
Sacred works, folk arrangements, contemporary and original compositions 


Seminar Fees: 


$375 Early Bird by May 31, 2017 


$450 after May 31, 2017 


Deadline: June 15, 2017 


On-site accommodations available at St. John’s Institute www.stjohnsinstitute.com. 


Please contact the Institute directly. 


Contact Luba Boyko-Bell at info@umsacanada.com or 780.469.4890 
www.umsacanada.com 


Чи продавати, чи купувати, 
вуйко працюватиме для Вас! 


Nick Fedchyshyn 


UNCLE NICK 
YOUR FRIEND IN REAL ESTATE 
REALTOR ® 

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS 


Email: unclenick@connect.ab.ca 
Direct: 780.951.2263 
Office: 780.994.9998 
Fax: 780.401.3445 


Web: 


BUY SMART | SELL SMART 
100% REALTOR REPRESENTATION 
1.5% COMMISSION 


sellerinvite.com 
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Військова співпраця України із Заходом 
триває попри політичні випробування 


Богдан Цюпин, Радіо Свобода 
Президент | США Дональд 
Трамп у телефонній розмові 
з | російським президентом 
Владіміром Путіним 2 травня не 
обговорював теми України. Це 
дало підстави деяким комента- 
торам припустити, що президент 
Трамп може намагатися оминати 
українське питання. Попри такі 
припущення, зараз на найвищо- 
му рівні на Заході не лунає навіть 
згадки про можливе скасуван- 
ня санкцій щодо Росії, i триває 
військова співпраця СПА та 
інших західних країн з Україною. 
Про співпрацю та рефор- 
мування української армії у 
Лондоні розповідав начальник 
управління двостороннього 
співробітництва Генштабу ЗСУ 
полковник Геннадій Коваленко. 
«Ми використовуємо досвід 
країн Заходу, пропускаючи його 
через призму того досвіду, який 
набули наші війська під час АТО. 
Тобто, якщо досвід, наприклад, з 
операцій в Іраку й Афганістані 
співпадає 1 може бути викори- 
станий, ми розробляємо наші 
документи з оборонного пла- 
нування», - сказав полковник в 
інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода. 


Міністри оборони України Степан Полторак i державний секретар 
Великої Британії з питань оборони Майкл Фаллон підписують 
Спільну заяву з питань розвитку співробітництва в оборонній 
сфері. Київ, 20 січня 2017 року (ілюстраційне фото) 


Найактивнішими партне- 
рами українських військових 
Геннадій | Коваленко назвав 


Сполучені Штати Америки, Ве- 
лику Британію, Канаду, а також 
Польщу і Литву. 

«Лише з допомогою  бри- 
танських інструкторів ми 
навчили | 4800 | українських 
військовослужбовців», - 


повідомив полковник Ковален- 


ко, наголосивши, що часто на- 
вчання перетворюється в обмін 
досвідом. 

Український представник зга- 
дав про американські автомобілі 
«Гаммер» та радари для виявлен- 
ня джерел артилерійського вогню і 
сказав, що зараз завдання України 
полягає у створенні можливостей 


самостійно обслуговувати й ре- 
монтувати надану техніку. 


Колишній керівник НАТО закликав США підтримати 
Україну летальною зброєю 1 союзницьким статусом 


(Радіо Свобода) -Колишній 
генеральний секретар ПШівнічно- 
атлантичного союзу Андерс 
Фог Расмуссен, що є також по- 
заштатним радником президен- 
та України, закликав Сполучені 
Штати | Америки підтримати 
Україну летальною зброєю 1 со- 
юзницьким статусом. 

Як написав він у Твітері, в 
перебігу зустрічі з міністром 
оборони | США Джеймсом 
Маттісом він обговорив із ним 
необхідність збільшення ролі 
НАТО в боротьбі з тероризмом, 
твердої політики CIA щодо 
Росії i підтримки України. 

У Фейсбуці Расмуссен додав, 
що під час зустрічі з Маттісом 
у столиці Данії Копенгагені він 
«попросив  Вашиїінгтон  поси- 
лити підтримку України надан- 
ням їй летальної зброї як засобу 


У п'ятнадцяту болючу річницю смерті 
нашого люблячого батька, діда 1 прадіда 


Бл. П. ВСЕСВІТЛІШОГО о МИТРАТА 
ВОЛОДИМИРА ТАРНАВСЬКОГО 


Довголітнього душпастиря 
парафії св. Юрія Переможця в Едмонтоні 


Бл. п. о. Тарнавський - ревний священник котрий понад 40 
років докладав усі свої зусилля на користь парафії св. Юрія 
Переможця в Едмонтоні, зберігаючи українську ідентичність в 
парафії що є далеко поза межами рідної України. Отець митрат 
віддано і непохитно стояв на прадідних церковних традиціях, 
дбав про чистоту обряду Української Церкви та старанно зберігав 


рідну мову в парафії. 


О. Тарнавський вірив що наше майбутне є у нашій молоді. Тому 
він зорганізував рідну школу при парафії і збудував відповідний 
будинок де навчаються українські діти цілого Едмонтону. Також 
під проводом о. Тарнавського та при щедрій жертвенності 
парафіян збудовано у 1980-му році чудовий храм у стилі княжої 
доби як пам'ятник 1000-річчя христіянства в Україні. Церква 
прекрасно розписана у візантийсько-українському стилі. 

Бл. п.о. митрат Володимир Тарнавський упокоївся 24-го травня 
2002 року в 90-му році життя і 65-му році священства. 


ВІЧНА ЙОМУ ПАМ'ЯТЬ. 


Андерс Por Расмуєсен 


стримування і наданням Україні 
статусу важливого союзника-не 
члена НАТО з метою наголо- 
сити на відданості Вашінітона 
американсько-українському пар- 
тнерству в галузі безпеки». 

«Ми також говорили про 
Росію, щодо якої ясно, що США 
продовжують стояти на твердій 


позиції стосовно агресії Москви 
в Україні 1 її невпинних зусиль 
із метою дестабілізувати західні 
інституції, включно з НАТО», - 
додав Расмуссен. про зустріч. із 
Маттісом. 

Андерс Фог Расмуссен, 
прем'єр-міністр Данії у 2001- 
2009 роках, очолював НАТО у 
2009-2014 роках, а відтак за- 
снував консультаційну компанію 
Rasmussen Global, що надає 
консультації і розробляє стратегії 
з питань геополітичних ризиків, 
трансатлантичних відносин 
тощо. 26 травня 2016 року прези- 
дент України Петро Порошенко 
призначив його своїм позаштат- 
ним радником (за згодою). 

США досі утримують- 
ся від надання Україні зброї 
летальної дії, підтримуючи її у 
протистоянні агресії Росії не- 
летальними військовими засо- 
бами, військовим навчанням, 
дипломатично і матеріально. 
Також Україна досі не отрима- 
ла від США статусу важливого 
союзника-не члена НАТО, чого 
домагається вже кілька років. 


Міністр оборони США 
підтвердив підтримку цілісності 
і незалежності України 


(Радіо Свобода) -Міністр оборони США Джеймс Маттіс під час 
телефонної розмови з польським колегою Антонієм Маціревичем 
підтвердив підтримку територіальної цілісності і незалежності 
України. Про це йдеться у повідомленні на сайті Міністерства 


оборони Польщі. 


За даними відомства, розмова відбулася напередодні, 5 травня. 
Міністри, зокрема, обговорили ситуацію в регіоні. 
Як повідомили у міністерстві, Маттіс запросив Маціревича 


відвідати Вашингтон. 


Наприкінці квітня військова місія США в Європі перемістила 
свою штаб-квартиру з Німеччини до Польщі. Нині підрозділ, 
який розташовується також в Естонії, Латвії, Литві, Німеччині, 
Словаччині, Угорщині, Румунії та Болгарії, нараховує близько 
6 тисяч військовослужбовців. Причиною їхнього розміщення є 
стурбованість американських союзників у Європі через дії Росії на 


Сході України. 
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Trump signs bill allocating 
$560 million for Ukraine 


It also contains several measures targeting Russia 


(UkrNews/RFE/RL/Interfax-Ukraine)—U.S. 
President Donald Trump on May 5 signed a budget 
bill allocating $1.1 trillion in spending, approved by 
Congress the day before 

This includes $560 million in aid for Ukraine, of 
which $238 million is to be used for military purposes. 

“Ukraine highly values the bilateral support of the 
United States Congress! The Senate and the House of 
Representatives have passed the Consolidated Appro- 
priations Act, 2017 under which not less than $560 mil- 
lion will be made available for assistance for Ukraine,” 
reads a report on the Facebook page of the Embassy of 
Ukraine in the United States. 

The bill also authorizes a new $100 million effort to 
counter “Russian influence and aggression” and to sup- 
port civil society organizations in Europe and Eurasia. 

U.S. lawmakers on May 4 also backed a measure 
imposing new restrictions and oversight on Russian 
diplomats in the United States — a measure that Mos- 
cow had angrily warned Washington against. 

Both efforts were included in the $1.1 trillion bud- 
get to fund the federal government for 2017 that was 
given final backing by the Senate. It now goes to the 
White House for President Donald Trump’s signature. 

The $100 million fund is the product of several pro- 
posals that have circulated in the House and Senate 
in recent months as lawmakers looked to push back 
against Russia’s perceived interference in Europe and 
elsewhere. 

A growing number of Democrats and Republicans 
have pointed to the spread of fake news, foreign fund- 
ing of political parties, outright propaganda, and other 
covert activities as indications of an aggressive Rus- 
sian effort to meddle in or subvert governments seen 
as hostile to Moscow. 

Election campaigns in France and Germany have 
been shadowed by suspicions of Russian involve- 
ment, as well as last year’s presidential election in the 
United States. 

The $100 million allocation, called the Counter- 
ing Russian Influence Fund, is aimed specifically at 
Europe, earmarked for “civil society groups involved 
in rule of law, media, cyber, and other programs that 
strengthen democratic institutions and processes, and 
counter Russian influence and aggression,” according 
to the legislation. 

The money will go to “support democracy programs 


in the Russian Federation, including to promote Inter- 
net freedom, and shall also be made available to sup- 
port the democracy and rule of law. strategy” under 
State Department policies. 

The legislation also directs the money be made 
available to so-called Eastern Partnership countries — 
a European Union program with the ex-Soviet states 
of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, 
and Ukraine. 

The funds will help “advance the implementation 
of Association Agreements and trade agreements with 
the European Union, and to reduce their vulnerability 
to external economic and political pressure from the 
Russian Federation.” 

Also tacked onto the budget legislation passed by 
the Senate was an intelligence authorization measure 
that tightens oversight of Russian diplomats in the 
United States. 

The section requires the State Department, the FBI, 
and the Director of National Intelligence to set up a 
procedure that would essentially obligate Russian dip- 
lomats to give the FBI advance warning about travels 
beyond the embassy and consulates’ immediate geo- 
graphic territory. 

Last year, when word first emerged that U.S. law- 
makers were contemplating such restrictions, Russia’s 
Foreign Ministry complained loudly and threatened 
retaliation against U.S. diplomats in Russia. 

The Foreign Miunistry’s spokeswoman, Maria 
Zakharova, charged at the time that the legislation 
was part of a “witch hunt” against Russia by outgoing 
President Barack Obama’s administration. 

Privately, U.S. officials brushed off the threats of re- 
taliation by Moscow, saying the movements of U.S. 
diplomats in Russia had already been severely cur- 
tailed for some time. й 

The intelligence measure also calls for the creation 
of a new interagency committee to counter what it 
calls Russian efforts to manipulate foreign opinion. 
That is a reflection of the growing bipartisan consen- 
sus that emerged in the wake of the U.S. presidential 
election, when the intelligence community concluded 
that Moscow actively meddled in the election cam- 
paign in support of Trump. 

The Senate Intelligence Committee, which original- 
ly drafted the measures, is one of several House and 
Senate panels investigating those Russia efforts. 


Ukraine tries Yanukovych 


in absentia 


(RFE/RL)—Former Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych is being tried in absentia on high treason 
charges in Kyiv. 

The trial began on May 4 at the Obolon District 
Court in the capital, with two lawyers representing 
Yanukovych. 

Yanukovych abandoned office in late February 
2014 and fled to Russia in the face of massive protests 
triggered by his decision to scrap plans for a landmark 
deal with the European Union and improve trade ties 
with Moscow. 

Dozens of people were killed in attempts to clamp 
down on the protests. 

Yanukovych, who remains in Russia, is accused of 
treason, violating Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, and abetting Russian aggression. 

In the wake of Yanukovych’s downfall, Russia 
seized control of the Crimean Peninsula and fomented 
separatism across eastern and southern Ukraine. 

Kyiv and NATO say Moscow has given separatists 
who took over parts of the eastern Donbas region 
substantial military support in a war that has killed 
more than 9,900 people since April 2014. 

Ukrainian authorities say a key piece of evidence 
against Yanukovych is a letter in which they say he 
asked the Russian leadership to intervene. 

Russia’s ambassador to the United Nations at the 
time, the late Vitaly Churkin, displayed the letter at a 

UN Security Council meeting on March 4, 2014, two 
weeks before Moscow claimed to have completed the 
procedure of making Crimea part of Russia. 

A man officials say was a key witness in the case, 


for treason 


former Russian lawmaker Denis Voronenkov, was 
shot dead in broad daylight in Kyiv on March 23. 

Ukrainian authorities called the slaying of 
Voronenkov, who had defected to Ukraine in October, 
the “public killing of a witness” in the case. 

Ilya Ponomaryov, another former Russian lawmaker 
who has left Russia, is expected to testify as a witness. 
Ponomaryov was the only member of the State Duma, 
Russia’s lower parliament house, to vote against the 
annexation of Crimea in 2014. 

After a debate between the state prosecutor and defense 
lawyers at the court session on May 4, Judge Vladyslav 
Devyatko ruled that Yanukovych should be given the 
opportunity to take part in the trial by video-link. 

The judge then adjourned the proceedings until May 
18. 

The Ukrainian Prosecutor-General’s Office said on 
May 3 that the international police agency Interpol 
had ceased searching for Yanukovych, adding that the 
decision will be appealed. 

Yanukovych could be sentenced to 15 years in 
prison if convicted, but he is protected by Russia and 
would be unlikely to travel to Ukraine and serve the 
time. 

At least seven other probes have been launched by 
Ukrainian authorities against Yanukovych, who was 
elected president in February 2010. 

The charges against him range from corruption to 
involvement in the mass shooting of unarmed protesters 
in Kyiv in February 2014 as the standoff between his 
government and the Euromaidan demonstrators came 
to a head. 


Ukrainian News is now 
available at the following 
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Servus Credit Union 
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Tours to Ukraine 


Family run since 2001 
2017 ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small group tour guided 
in English and include: airfaire, quality hotels, all meals, 
admission to all events and chartered air-conditioned bus 


We are pleased to offer 
two more tours for 2017: 


Tour 1: July 9 - July 24 

Tour 2: August 27 - September 11 
Victoria/Vancouver $5,625.00 
Edmonton/Calgary $5,525.00 
Regina/Saskatoon $5,425.00 
Winnipeg/Halifax $5,325.00 
Toronto $5,225.00 


ALL TAXES & SURCHARGES ARE INCLUDED 


All prices are per person (double occupancy). Single occupancy: add $400.00 
Travel Medical and Trip Cancellation Insurances are NOT INCLUDED. 
Groups of 5 or more people: each person receives a $100.00 discount. 


Contact: Sandra: 1-204-256-5996 
or Toll free 1-888-269-3013 
Email: Tours ToUkraine@mymts.net 
Visit: www. Tours ToUkraine.ca 
For full information with photos 


Peter’s Legacy Lives On! 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 
When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal 
and respectful way, please call us. 
® Wide range of burial & crematio 
services & products 
¢ Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget о 
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Sanction Russian 
violators of human rights 


The Ukrainian Canadian Congress has initiated a campaign requesting 
the Government of Canada to implement sanctions against Russian of- 
ficials responsible for the illegal imprisonment of Ukrainian citizens and 
the violation of their human rights. 

“As part of its war of aggression against Ukraine, Russia is abducting 
and condemning innocent people to long sentences — people whose only 
‘crime’ is to resist the tyranny of Putin’s regime and to stand for the prin- 
ciples of truth and justice,” states the UCC. 

Three years ago, Ukrainian filmmaker Oleg Sentsov was arrested by 
Russian authorities in Russian-occupied Crimea and imprisoned on false 
charges of “terrorism.” Sentsov was sentenced in a Russian show trial to 
20 years in prison. There was no evidence of Sentsov having committed 
any crime and Russia had no jurisdiction to detain, try, sentence or im- 
prison him. 

Ukrainian civic activist Oleksandr Kolchenko was sentenced together 
with Sentsov to 10 years in prison on the same fabricated charges. Today, 
both men, as well as over 20 other Ukrainian citizens, are illegally im- 
prisoned by Russia. 

Last month, Sentsov was awarded the PEN/Barbey Freedom to Write 
Award “in recognition of his commitment to the freedom of expression- 
particularly one’s right to dissent-despite suffering imprisonment and 
abuse at the hands of the authorities” by PEN America. 

Their cause has been getting considerable attention worldwide includ- 
ing public support from such Hollywood luminaries as Johnny Depp and, 
most recently, Meryl Streep. 

The authoritative Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (KHRPG) 
points out that Russia’s arrest and show trial of Sentsov and Kolchenko 
were condemned by the entire free world, yet their imprisonment con- 
tinues. 

“Tt is three years since Oleg’s two children saw their father, and could 
be another 17 years if Russian President Vladimir Putin has his way. The 
sentences against Sentsov and other Crimean political prisoners are far 
worse than those used against so-called ‘dissidents’ in the Soviet Union. 
Then the world was not silent, though it was harder to put pressure on a 
closed system. 

“There are levers to put pressure on Putin and on those Russians who 
collaborate in torturing and imprisoning innocent Ukrainians,” it states. 

The KHRPG has identified the individuals responsible for violating 
Sentsov’s human rights. They are: 

» Artem Burdin who acted as the chief ‘investigator’ and who is under- 
stood to have instructed the use of torture. Burdin is the senior investiga- 
tor on ‘particularly important cases’ within the FSB [Russian security 
service]. 

* The judges responsible for Sentsov’s 20-year and Kolchenko’s 10- 
year sentences. They include three judges from the Rostov (North Cau- 
cuses District) Military Court: Sergei Arkadyevich Mykhailyuk, the pre- 
siding judge, Edward Vasilyevich Korobenko, and Viacheslav Alexe- 
evich Korsakov, as well as Oleg Vladimirovich Tkachenko, who acted as 
chief prosecutor in the Sentsov — Kolchenko trial. 

The UCC calls on all Canadians to write to their Members of Parlia- 
ment and request that Canada implement sanctions against Russian of- 
ficials responsible for the illegal imprisonment of Ukrainian citizens and 
the violation of their human rights. 

А sample letter from the KHRPG, emails and addresses of your МР, as 
well as much more information on the human rights cases are all avail- 
able on the UCC;’s website (www.ucc.ca). 

Ukrainian News supports the KHRPG-UCC campaign and urges our 
readers to write their MPs. We also call upon all MPs to help initiate such 
sanctions and to raise this issue in Parliament. 
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Until we understand Putin’s 
motives, Ukraine will be at war 


By Taras Kuzio, Newsweek 

The Euromaidan and Russia’s annexation of Crimea 
have turned Ukraine into a popular media topic. But 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s war against 
Ukraine has also led to a giant surge in academic and 
think tank publications about Ukraine, with more than 
300 published since 2014. 

These scholarly and expert analyses have taken 
five main approaches—four of which miss the key 
elements that have driven Putin’s aggression toward 
Ukraine. 

Far left and right realists tend to blame the West 
for the crisis. They describe it as a civil war between 
Russian and Ukrainian speakers; believe Crimea was 
rightfully Russian; blame NATO, the EU; the United 
States and democracy promotion efforts for provoking 
Putin; and advise Ukrainians to give up on European 
integration. 

International relations scholars, in turn, focus on the 
geopolitical competition between the West and Russia 
and view Ukraine as an object of trade. 

Security studies scholars have analyzed the Soviet 
and KGB origins of contemporary Russian rulers and 
view Putin’s regime as a “militocracy” run by security 
forces. They have written about the Chekist and KGB 
culture that permeates Putin’s system, which promotes 
antiWestern xenophobia and requires “small glorious 
wars” to sustain it. 

Russian military specialists have focused on 
Russia’s hybrid, information and cyber warfare 
against Ukraine, Europe and the United States. This 
group 15 critical of Putin’s plans to rebuild a new union 
and his expansionist and aggressive policies. 

But only a small group has focused on Russian great 
power nationalism and national identity as driving 
factors in Putin’s war, despite the critical importance 
of these ideologies — and most of the members of this 
group are Ukraine specialists. 

The reason for this is clear: most of the experts who 
study the post-communist world are Russianists and 
view the world from a Moscow-ceniric perspective. 

Russianists have analyzed the war drawing on 
Moscow-centric frameworks and using sources 
of information from Russia. Few have traveled to 
Ukraine, especially eastern Ukraine and the frontline, 
and even fewer know the Ukrainian language. 

Ukraine is outside their comfort zone, and yet as 
“experts” on the entire former USSR, they believe 
they somehow understand Ukraine. Russianists have 
published many excellent books dissecting Putin’s 
biography and how he thinks. But few of these books 
have focused on Russian great power nationalism and 
Russians’ view of Ukrainians, and therefore they have 
overlooked the most important driving force in the 
crisis. 

In that way, Russianists have fallen into the same 
trap as Sovietologists did in the late Soviet Union 
when they ignored the nationality question in the 
USSR and failed to predict the rapid demise of the 
Soviet empire. 

Russian views of Ukraine are long standing, have 
broad acceptance in Putin’s regime and even among 


the opposition and will not change quickly. Russian 
great power nationalism and national identity view 
Ukraine and Ukrainians in four ways. 

The first, as Putin tirelessly repeats, is that Russians 
and Ukrainians are one people. In this perspective, 
Ukrainians, like Belarusians, are branches of the 
Russian people and are part of the near abroad — a 
myth with origins in Joseph Stalin’s “friendship 
of peoples” in the second half of the 1930s. In this 
view, the rightful destiny for Ukrainians is within the 
Russian world, not Europe. 

The second concept is that Russian identity is 
grounded in language and culture. As Putin told the 
NATO-Russia Council in Bucharest in April 2008, 
Russian speakers are Russians. Russian nationalist 
dissidents in the USSR, the writer Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn and Putin all believe that eastern and 
southern Ukraine — and not only Crimea — were 
wrongly included inside Ukraine by Soviet leader 
Vladimir Lenin. 

Third, Ukraine is not a truly sovereign state; it is an 
artificial creation propped up domestically by Jewish- 
Ukrainian oligarchs and externally by the United 
States and EU. The influence of Soviet anti-Zionism 
(in reality it was always anti-Semitism) continues 
to be spewed by Russian proxies who claim that 
Euromaidan leaders have disguised their Jewishness. 
Putin and Russians believe that the Ukrainian people 
want to live in union with Russia but are prevented 
from doing so by these oligarchs and Western 
malfeasance. 

Fourth, Putin and his fellow FSB officers were 
socialized into Soviet life during the “era of stagnation” 
that lay between the rule of Nikita Khrushchev and 
Mikhail Gorbachev. Their worldview was shaped by 
the myth of the Great Patriotic War and coincided 
with a new cult of Stalin. But Putin’s Stalin and Great 
Patriotic War cults directly clash with more than three 
decades of de-Stalinization that were begun in the 
Ukrainian diaspora in 1983 and moved to Soviet and 
then independent Ukraine. реа 

Today, а majority of Russians believe Stalin was а 
great leader, while a majority of Ukrainians believe he 
was a tyrant and view the 1933 Holodomor as an act 
of genocide. 

These underlying elements of Russian nationalism 
and national identity have shaped Putin’s thinking 
regarding Ukraine, and yet have been largely ignored 
by Western experts and policymakers. 

But without grasping the fundamentals of how Putin 
and his subordinates view neighboring countries like 
Ukraine, the international foreign policy community 
will never fully understand the war Russia has been 
waging in Ukraine since 2014, and why it will be with 
us for the foreseeable future. 


Taras Kuzio is a senior fellow at the Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Alberta, and 
a nonresident fellow at the Center for Transatlantic 
Relations at Johns Hopkins-SAIS. His book Putin’s 
War Against Ukraine: Revolution, Nationalism and 
Crime was published in March. 


Putin shoots himself in the foot 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)— The hacking didn’t work. 

The leaks didn’t work. 

The fake news didn’t work. 

And the smear campaign didn’t work. 

So now the Kremlin is saying: can’t we all just get 
along? 

In his congratulatory message to Emmanuel 
Macron, May 9, Vladimir Putin called on the French 
president-elect to overcome the “mutual mistrust” 
between Paris and Moscow. 

That’s pretty rich when you consider who created 
the mutual mistrust. 

It’s pretty rich given that for months the Kremlin- 
backed media and Kremlin-backed social-media trolls 
have been relentlessly smearing Macron with lies, 
rumors, and innuendo. 

It’s pretty rich when in the midst of the French 


election campaign, Putin hosted Macron’s rival, the 
nationalist Marine Le Pen, in the Kremlin. 

And it’s pretty rich considering that a cyberattack 
on Macron’s campaign and a data dump on the eve 
of the election looked suspiciously like the Kremlin’s 
handiwork. 

It’s rich, but it’s also par for the course. 

The Putin regime’s standard operating procedure is 
to provoke a conflict, blame the other side, and offer 
itself as a peacemaker. 

Start a war in Ukraine, blame the Ukrainians, and 
then play the mediator. 

Fly warplanes into NATO airspace, accuse NATO of 
provoking a new Cold War, and then call for dialogue. 

We’ve all seen this movie before. 

And this time, Putin shot himself in the foot. He has 
turned France, one of the friendliest countries toward 
Russia in Europe, into an adversary. 
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Operation “Vistula” was an attempted genocide 


Its objective — “To solve the Ukrainian problem in Poland once and for all” 


By Askold S. Lozynskyj 

After the establishment of new borders between the 
USSR and its new satellite the Polish Peoples’ Republic as 
a consequence of World War II, only 700,000 Ukrainians 
remained on the territory of Poland. Between the two 
world wars on the territory of the Second Polish Republic 
the Ukrainian population was over 5 million. With the 
establishment of new borders a Soviet-Polish joint action of 
“voluntary resettlement” was initiated. Soon the voluntary 
facade was dropped in favor of “forcible repatriation.” Yet 
in January 1947 when the joint action had been completed 
seemingly, the Polish government realized that more than 
150,000 indigenous.Ukrainians remained in Poland. 

And so, in January 1947, the General Staff of the Polish 
Army began to prepare a plan for the relocation of the rest 
of the Ukrainian population, this time within Polish borders. 
On March 27, 1947, a concrete resettlement action plan was 
submitted by Brigadier General Stefan Mossor at a meeting 
of the State Security Commission. The next day a Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army ambush killed Polish communist General 
Karol Swierezewski. Not coincidentally, only a dozen hours 
later at a special meeting of the Political Bureau it was decided 
to expedite the operation intended to relocate all Ukrainian 
and mixed Ukrainian families to Northwestern Poland, 
making certain that settlements would not be concentrated 
and no closer than 100 kilometers from the border. This 
eviction plan was consented to by the governments of the 
USSR and Czechoslovakia. 

On April 16, 1947 the Civil Security General Stanistaw 
Radkiewicz and the Minister of National Defense Marshall 
Michat Zymierski issued a top secret organizational plan 
of a special operation entitled “Wschod” later renamed 
“Vistula”. The goal of the operation was articulated very 
clearly in the document itself — “To solve the Ukrainian 
problem in Poland once and for all”. The mechanism for 
achieving this goal was also clearly spelled out: “Conduct 
evacuation from the southern and eastern border region of 
all the people of Ukrainian descent...and settle them in the 
north-western territories of Poland in the highest possible 
degree of scattering...” 

On April 28, 1947 at 4am, six divisions of the Polish Army 
surrounded the villages of Southeastern Poland, inhabited 
by Ukrainians, in particular the Lemkos. Simultaneously, 
Soviet internal security units and Czechoslovak border 
guards blocked the eastern and southern borders of Poland. 
Thus, commenced the eviction of the remaining 150,000 
Ukrainians from their ancestral lands and their resettlement 
in the provinces of northern and western Poland. 

The operation lasted over 4 months, in fact almost to 
September 1947. By July 31, 1947 according to Polish data, 
140,575 persons were relocated, 3,800 persons imprisoned in 
the concentration camp of Jaworzno (formerly Auschwitz), 
655 people killed and 1466 members of the Ukrainian 
resistance movement arrested. 

To deal with the remaining population on August 1, 1947 
the State Safety Commission ordered the commanders 
of Krakow and Lublin province to uproot and evict any 
Ukrainians remaining on their territory without regard for 
their loyalty to the state or party affiliation and organized 
control teams to verify the success of the operation. By the 
end of 1947, in place of the evicted Ukrainians some 14 
thousand people of Polish nationality were settled. 

This operation was carried out with extreme violence. The 
Polish police even enlisted Polish farmers to kill Ukrainian 
women and children. Any arrested Ukrainians were judged 
immediately and summarily executed. 

On August 29, 1949 by decree Poland confiscated all 
Ukrainian property that was left behind. 

I participated in the commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of Operation “Vistula” in Warsaw in 1997. 
The commemorative program included a meeting between 
representatives of the Ukrainian community in Poland 
and worldwide and then Polish President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski. The meeting was formal and courteous, but 
ended without any representations or commitments from the 
Polish side. For me the commemoration was significant not 
so much because of the meeting with Poland’s president, but 
rather it gave me the opportunity to converse with Ukrainian 
university students in Poland, in particular a Ukrainian 
student who at that time was studying in Warsaw, but had 
come from the resettlement area in the northwest. She 
pointed out to me that most of her brief life she had been 
and continued to cover up her Ukrainian background even 
in relations with her fellow students as being Ukrainian was 
not conducive to studies, career or friendship. 

In April of 2000 as president of the Ukrainian World 


Congress, I had personal meetings with Polish President 
Kwasniewski and representatives of the Polish government 
and the parliament which I considered quite fruitful at that 
time. The president expressed particular sympathy for the 
Ukrainian national minority and its persecution. There were 
assurances that albeit in a symbolic way, some redress would 
be forthcoming, perhaps the return of religious and cultural 
property with specific assurances on the Ukrainian National 
Home in Przemysl and some real estate formerly belonging 
to the Ukrainian Catholic Church. Also discussed was the 
proposal of granting pensions to surviving victims of the 
camp in Jaworzno. 

2007 marked the 60th anniversary of Operation “Vistula”. 
In December 2006, the Ukrainian World Congress issued an 
appeal for global commemoration which included demands 
upon Poland similar to those which had been discussed with 
President Kwasniewski in 2000. The demands generated 
great interest in Poland and Ukraine. Memoranda with 
these demands were transmitted to the new President, Prime 
Minister and Chairman of the Polish parliament. Copies 
were sent to the Council of Europe, the European Union, the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and 
the United Nations. At the end of March 2007, a separate 
letter was remitted to Poland’s right wing Prime Minister 
Kaczynski requesting a meeting, but the prime minister 
declined. 

The observances in Przemysl on April 27-29, 2007 
included a trip to the village of Pavlokoma, some 40 
kilometers from Przemysl where at dawn on March 3.1945, 
the Polish army (non-communist Armija Krajowa) attacked 
and killed 366 Ukrainians. The killings were intended to 
send a message “Now this will be Polish territory.” Today 
Pavlokoma is an ethnically homogeneous village - Polish. 
The program also included a conference of Polish and 
Ukrainian scholars. One representative of the Polish Institute 


-of National Remembrance tried to link Operation “Vistula” 


to the Volyn events of 1943 in Ukraine where many Poles 
were killed. On Sunday morning, participants celebrated the 
Liturgy at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist and went 
in procession to the military cemetery in Pikulice, the site 
of interment of the remains of some 2,000 soldiers of the 
Ukrainian Galician Army (prisoners of war and interned in a 
Polish camp who died in consequence of epidemic dysentery 
and typhus in 1920-21) and 47 UPA members (who perished 
in battle with the Poles or were executed by the Poles back 
in 1946 and had initially been interred in the villages of 
Lyshni and Birchi but exhumed and re-interred in 2000 in 
Pikulice’s military cemetery). Incidentally, in December 
2003 by order of the director of the State Administration of 
the Subcarpathian province, informational plaques had been 
removed from their graves because their inscriptions had 
indicated that these soldiers fought against Poland and this 
insulted the honor and national feeling of the Poles. These 
inscriptions had been agreed upon between the Association 
of Ukrainians in Poland and the Polish Public Council of 
memory, struggle and martyrdom. 

The 60th anniversary program concluded with a requiem 
held at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist. It should be noted 
that the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral is located at the foot 
of the former Ukrainian church which had been designated 
for Greek Catholics in accordance with a Concordat 
between Poland and the Vatican in 1925. Since 1946 that 
church, now renamed the church of St. Teresa, belongs to 
the Polish Carmelite order. The Carmelites have refused 
to return the church to the Ukrainians. A few days earlier 
I visited that church and was overwhelmed with images 
of plaques on the walls instead of icons with inscriptions 
memorializing those Poles who were “killed by bands of the 
UPA”. Throughout my time at the Ukrainian cathedral and 
as I addressed the participants, I could not get over the image 
of the once Ukrainian church, and now a Carmelite Polish 
political monument towering over the supplicant heads of 
the grieving Ukrainians in the Cathedral. 

On May 15, 2007, I sent a letter to the Holy Father Pope 
Benedict XVI regarding both the anti-Ukrainian inscriptions 
and the breached Concordat. Copies of the letter went 
to Polish Cardinal Joseph Glemp, Ukrainian Patriarch 
Lubomyr Huzar, and Ukrainian Metropolitan in Poland John 
Martyniak. His Beatitude Patriarch Lubomyr concurred 
with my assessment. There was no response from the Holy 
Father. 

The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide was adopted and proposed for signature, 
ratification or accession by United Nations General 
Assembly resolution on December 9, 1948. This date was 
after Operation “Vistula” had been pretty much effectuated, 


but still before the decree confiscating assets. It has no 

reverse effect, however, it does apply in part to Operation 

“Vistula” and, more importantly, defines what constitutes 

genocide. It is my considered opinion that each and all of the | 
above-mentioned events constitute separate acts of attempted 

genocide from forceful repatriation to brutal eviction and 

resettlement within Poland, killings, internments, etc. The 

Convention defines genocide thus: 

“Tn the present Convention, genocide means any of the 
following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or 
in part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group, as such: 

(a) Killing members of the group; 

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of 
the group; 

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life 
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or 
in part;” 

Intent is one of the main constituent elements of a crime. 
Of the world’s various genocides of the twentieth century, 
intent was almost never clearly defined in any documentation. 
There is no document from Stalin specifically directing the 
starving of the Ukrainian population in 1932-22. Neither is 
there a document from Hitler to effect a final solution against 
in Jews in the 1940-s. The manifestation of intent is so much 
clearer in relation to Operation “Vistula”. The Poles issued a 
document, albeit of a top-secret nature, expressing their goal 
to “solve the Ukrainian problem in Poland once and for all”. 

As for the element of killing, causing serious bodily 
or mental disorder, deliberate creation of conditions of 
life calculated to total or partial physical destruction, the 
data supplied by the Poles themselves on July 31, 1947 is 
overwhelming: more that 140,000 evicted from their homes, 
etc. As for “causing serious bodily injury” there exists ample 
witness testimony: 

“We were being shipped to Jaworzno. There were 75 
people in the transport. After the identification, some of us 
were separated, and the others were told to go to the baths. 
There we fainted as they poured cold and hot water in turns. 
And what beating we got as we left the baths. Unspeakable! 
Older people among us fell after the first blows with thick 
sticks. We were also beaten on the way to the barracks.” 

Despite much pleading from the Ukrainian community 
and -promises from Polish authorities, the wrongs. of 
Operation “Vistula” have not been redressed except perhaps 
for the return of a deteriorated Ukrainian National Home in 
Przemysl. 

What is the climate of Polish-Ukrainian relations in 
Poland today? It is not getting better. 

As recently as June 26, 2016 a dozen Polish young men 
in black T-shirts with the inscription “Bandera out” and a 
red stop sign over a photo of Stepan Bandera attacked a 
procession from St. John’s Cathedral in Przemysl to the 
Pikulice cemetery. With cries of “Przemysl always Polish” 
multiple attackers broke through the police and tried to 
stop the procession. The police were not responding and 
one attacker tore a Ukrainian embroidered shirt worn by a 
member of the procession organizing committee. Then the 
police tried to separate the attackers from the procession. 
Order was finally restored with the arrival of a heavily armed 
police unit. 

On December 10, 2016, a march of Polish right wing 
organizations which took place under the patronage of the 
Mayor Robert Khoma passed by the Ukrainian National 
Home in Przemysl shouting “death to Ukrainians”. 

Ukrainians mostly forgive the Poles for Operation 
“Vistula” because it is their Christian duty. However, at the 
same time Ukrainians, in particular Lemko Ukrainians must 
never forget the victims or their ancestral homeland. They 
should continue to demand the return of their spiritual and 
cultural remnants, churches and community centers, as well 
as compensation for forced labor, injury and loss of property, 
their homesteads, forests, and so on. 

The Lemko region is tragic, in particular, because 
even after the spring of nations, the demise of the Soviet 
Union and its satellites, Lemkivschyna today is not within 
Ukraine but in Poland and Poles will never love her. 
Lemkos do not lay claim to the sovereignty or borders 
of Poland, but must at every opportunity remind Poles 
that Lemkivschyna is their land, their tragic homeland. 
Operation “Vistula” was an attempt at genocide - “to 
finally solve the Ukrainian problem in Poland.” May the 
guilty be punished by the highest Judge. The Ukrainian 
Lemko people have survived and will continue to do so, 
forgiving but never forgetting. 

On this 70th anniversary let us recall and continue to study 
the events. Let us pay respects to the victims. 
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‘Five Waves of Inspiration opens at AGA 


ACUA organizes exhibit Ї 


featuring 125 years of 
Alberta Ukrainian art 


(UkrNews)—An impressive retrospective 
exhibition featuring the works of Ukrainian 
artists from Alberta was officially opened at 
the Art Gallery of Alberta (AGA), May 6. 

“Since 1891, there have been 5 waves of 
Ukrainian immigration to Canada, and six 
subsequent generations,” explained curator 
Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn, herself one of 
the featured artists. 

“Fach wave and generation has been 
inspired by personal relationships and 
experiences including their Ukrainian 
heritage, the Cultural background of 
their neighbours and friends, As well as, 
educational background, formal training, 
religion, hardships, and celebrations. This 
collection, Five Waves of Inspiration, has 
brought together a sampling of works that 
have been generated by artists who have 
chosen to visually portray cultural traditions, 
personal experiences, and a passion to 
continue sharing their Ukrainian souls,” she 
noted. 

Sembaliuk Cheladyn added that the exhibit 
also features works by artists that are not of 
Ukrainian descent, but have been moved by 
Ukrainian elements of the Canadian multi- 
cultural milieu. 

The exhibit begins with portraits of 
Wasyl Eleniak and Ivan Pylypow, who are 
recognized as the first two Ukrainians to 
arrive and set down roots on Canadian soil. 

“What follows are visual reminders and 
statements that walk us through time, past 
100-year-old buildings, personalities that 
have shaped our lives, and experiences that 


have touched our emotions. The collection 
portrays a collaborative group of people from 
varying backgrounds. It includes many who 
have overcome displacement and isolation, 
and others who have worked together with 
family and neighbours to create a strong 
integrated Canadian community, all the while 
retaining their self-esteem and identity,” she 
stated. 

“This project has been 125 years in the 
making, and has taken countless numbers 
of people over the past 125 years, to create 
the history that will be told tonight,” said 
Deborah Stasiuk, President of the Alberta 
Council for Ukrainian Arts (ACUA), which 
organized the exhibit 


Cont. on P.11 


Dnipro Choir - Хор Дніпро 


invites you to an enchanted evening of song and story. 


Join us for decadent dessert and a musical ois of myths and rituals 
to celebrate the ancient festival of Kupalo, Midsummer's Eve, 


Sunday, June 11, 
7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30) 
St. John’s Cultural Centre 
10611-110 Ave., Edmonton 


Advance Tickets 
$20.00 Adults 
$5.00 Children 10 and under 


2017 


Tickets at the Door 
$25.00 Adults 
510,00 Children 10 and under 


Price includes Decadent Dessert, Coffee/Tea, Cash Bar: Wine/Beer/ Liquor 


Gift Basket Raffle to support MS Society, Canadian Cancer Society, Heart & Stroke Foun 


Kupalo Cafe Tickets available at: Meest 10834-97St, 
Orbit Ukrainian Store 10219-975t 
Ukrainian Social Services 11717-97St, 780-471-4477 


info@dniprochair.com 


Susan Romaniuk 786-919-6494 


dation 


780-424-1777 
. 780-422-5693 


Hanya Bahnivk 780-473-0846 


Left to Right: MC Orest Soltykevych, ; Curator Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn; Laura Ritchie, 
Head of Exhibitions and Management at the AGA; MP Linda Duncan; Advanced Education 
Minister Marlin Schmidt. 


Realize your dance dreams! 


UKRAIN 


й 
| 
і 
І 


Ї 


Take the step to outstanding dance opportunities, 
great friendships and life-lasting personal development, 


Shumka Studios 10515 - 
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PHOTO — ROMAN PETRIW 
Participants at the Chornobyl memorial commemoration Ukrainian Canadian Congress 


Edmonton Branch 


UCC Edmonton commemorates (й залів 


to celebrate 


9 ho rnobyl dis aster International Ukrainian 


Vyshyvanka Day! 


(UkrNews)—Concelebrat- dinavia to Greece. Western experts, “On December 15th, 2000, when  ребіййн Date: May 1818-2017 at 6.30 
ing clergy led by Bishop David using the limited data the Soviet the nuclear power plant was totally | " pm 
Motiuk, Ukrainian Catholic. Ep- Union had provided, estimated that shut down, President Clinton ad- січе ані ee RE ae 
arch of Edmonton and Very Rev. 24,000 people among the 116,000 dressed the Ukrainian nation: “The Fir chill 
Archpriest George Podtepa of the eyacuees received fairly serious ra- worst nuclear disaster in history from Churchill Square 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of diation doses. Most of these people has offered us lessons, not only : down to the Legislative 
Canada conducted а Panakhyda (усі in wooden, village houses іп nuclear technology, but also in - Building 
(Prayer Services) for the victims along the route of the wind-borne people and governments, for when ee eee 
of the Chornobyl disaster at the poisons and were not immediately governments are arrogant and un- | 
memorial to the tragedy at Ed- evacuated. accountable, they will impose un- at the Legislature. 
monton’s Hawrelak Park, April “Eventually, thousands were re- acceptable risks on the health and Wear your best Vyshyvanka! 
26. settled in or near Kyiv. This evacu- safety of their people. : 4 

The date marked the 31st anni- ation provided the people with its oe you ред economy, | а (meeting at Churchill square 
versary of the nuclear catastrophe. own set of psychological upheavals, strengthen the rule of law, and pro- «о and walking down to the 

Following the service, Orysia as did the loss of thousands of direct tect the free press, you are attack- | | Legislation dahlias! 
Boychuk, President of the Ed- and supporting jobs. ing the ills that led to the Chornob- 
monton, Branchyof the: Ukrainian “After the explosion, some areas у disaster, and building a future 


Canadian Congress, which orga- around the damaged building were where the children of Ukraine can 
nized the event, related the history | во radioactive that workers, even іп ive their dreams.” 
of the disaster, based upon a text protective gear, could remain only “We all agree with the presi- 
prepared by Halyna Kotovych. As a few minutes. Hence, waves of dent’s applicable suggestions. May 
she stated: crews took turns in the same task in Ukrainian governments finally 
“At the beginning of 1986, 120 a day. Many chores still demanded implement them,” concluded Boy- 
kilometres north of Kyiv, the capi- conventional equipment and the chuk. 
tal of Ukraine, the Chornobyl Nu- conventional man, because where 
clear Power Plant, with 4 working there was very high radiation, the 
reactors and 2 more being built, electronics of robots quit working. 
was to be one of the most powerful “Tt took more than six month of 
nuclear power stations in the So- round-the-clock shifts to encase the 
viet Union. Yet, in the early hours damaged reactor in concrete and de- 
of April 26th, a series of unimagi- contaminate the surrounding area. 
nable operator errors unleashed a _ Thousands of Ukrainians have since 
power surge that blew the roof off died or suffer from thyroid cancer 
the power plant, trig ggered apartial or leukemia directly associated with 
meltdown of the core’s fuel, and the explosion’s spread of radioac- 
spewed the radiation of dozens of tivity. By now, about 3.4 million 
Hiroshimas into the atmosphere. Ukrainians are considered affected 
“A radiation detector in Sweden by Chornobyl in some way. 
gave the world the first bad news, “In 1990, Mykhailo Horyn, an 


and Western European govern- outspoken former political prisoner 
ments questioned Moscow. Fi- said, ‘The public of Ukraine, of late, 
nally, two days later, the Soviet has grown much in national aware- - 
Union grudgingly admitted that an  пез5, and positive sentiment regard- 
“accident” had happened where jing Ukraine’s secession from the 
two people died, but added that USSR has increased. This is due CBATO весни ~ 
everything was under control. to a large degree to the Chornobyl 

“Actually, in the immediate af- catastrophe that has compelled the 


termath of the blast, 31 firefighters people to realize that as long as the Welcome the 2017 spring season with the 
: 0 
perished, those who successfully empire exists, there can be more thrilling spectacle of Ukrainian dance. 
prevented the flames from spread- Chornobyls, and this problem can- 
ing to an adjoining reactor. not be resolved. The empire is doing “hence es 
«Бог й 10 зем мае МЕ everything to do nothing — and the M O N D AY й т.з - Div ноу St. Міс дани фай “Gree oo ee: 


posited contaminants from Scan- people know this.’ 
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Обшук у Криму, архівне фото 


Представники Світової Управи СУМ - голова А. Бігун і референт зовнішнього розвитку, Андрій Несмачний 


Нова ХВИЛЯ обшуків В з членами Ініціативної групи зі створення СУМ в Португалії 
окупованому Криму | Створено Ініціативну групу 3 
м ка тин ок wane owe’ заснування СУМІ в Португалії 


українському Криму. 

Російські силовики вранці 8 травня прийшли з обшуком у будинок (КУ СУМ Канада) -У Португалії відбулися Прикрасили деревця синьо-жовтими стрічками. 
до голови Судацького районного меджлісу Ільвера Аметова. Про це |установчі збори Ініціативної групи зі створення Присутні вшанували молитвою та хвилиною 
у Фейсбуці повідомив голова ЦВК Курултаю кримськотатарського | Спілки Української Молоді в цій країні. мовчання Героїв Небесної сотні, жертв Голодомору 
народу Заїр Смедляєв. Передувала цьому участь молодих представників та всіх, ХТО поліг за незалежність України. й 

«У Ільвер-ага Аметова в Судаку знову обшук. Очевидно, нова |місцевої української громади у таборах, вишколах | Надзвичайний та Повноважний Посол України 

- хвиля репресій стосовно членів Меджлісу», - написав Смедляєв. та семінарах, які для них організовувала впродовж В Португалії Інна Огнівець підкреслила значення 
Про обшук у будинку Аметова повідомила також кримська | KU1PKOX років вятова права СУМИ, б іє вано ад пастир. Loewe 
активістка Ленора Дюльбер. За її інформацією, обліук розпочався о Головою новоствореної Ініціативної групи обрано розвитку  Ініціативній групі Ta висловила 
і з - й - .. .. |Адама Ілюка. До її діяльності долучилися й  СПОДівання на подальшу з нею співпрацю. 
7:30 ранку. Його проводили приблизно 10 співробітників російської | олишні члени Спілки Незалежної Української | Проспівпрацюзукраїнською громадою йшлося й 
ФСБ в масках i зі зброєю. і Молоді, які сьогодні живуть на теренах Португалії. У привітальному слові президента муніципалітету 
«Привід - анонімний лист про те, що нібито продається зброя й Членів Ініціативної групи привітав голова Району Белень м.Лісабон п.Фернандо Рібейро 
наркотики, обшук закінчився, відвезли до Сімферополя сина Ільвер- | Світової Управи СУМ Андрій Бігун, який з цієї Роза, який зазначив, що Україна є великою 
ага Амета», - написала активістка. нагоди прибув до Лісабону. - з особу о Європейською нацією та побажав процвітання 
Під час обшуку в будинку голови Судацького районного меджлісу Він побажав  португальським  сумівцям СУМУ в Португалії. ч г 5 
Ільвера Аметова, 8 травня, силовики побили його сина й відвезли |динамічного POSBEIKY Ga успіхів у розбудові г олова Ініціативної уруни узасвування Спілки 
в невідомому напрямку. Про це сам Ільвер Аметов розповів у |СТрУуктурних підрозділів спілки, наголосивши Української РИМ руда AEN Tosa 
на TOMY, що праця сумівців не обмежується Референт зовнішнього розвитку Світової Управи 
лише внутрішніми справами, але, в першу чергу, СУМ Андрій Несмачний Buc TOR впевненість y 
орієнтована на діяльність в українській спільноті, TOMY, що спілка розвиватиметься и даватиме добрі 
: 7 Гу дусі організаційного гасла «bor 1 Україна!» плоди своє! праці на цій землі, а щойно посаджені 
усе перевернули. Сина старшого побили, наділи наручники й Ще одним видимим знаком сумівської присутності деревця символізуватимуть тут міць та красу 
відвезли, куди - не знаю, сказали, що ввечері подзвонять», - сказав |на цих теренах стала висадка саджанця дуба біля |України. 


коментарі Крим.Реалії. 
«У мене вдома етнографічний музей і зброї дуже багато, 
починаючи з середніх століть і донині. Вони в музеї провели обшук, 


Аметов. пам'ятника Тарасу Шевченку в Лісабоні, адже в | Нагадаємо, що на сьогодні осередки Спілки 
У грудні 2015 року російські силовики також проводили обшук у | символіці спілки дубу, як символу сили, незламності Української Молоді, крім Португалії, діють ще 

будинку голови Судацького районного меджлісу Ільвера Аметова. |та міцності, відведено важливу роль. в 10 країнах світу: Україні, Сполучених Штатах 
У кримському селі Морське вранці 8 травня озброєні силовики | Поруч з дубком посадили калину - символ Америки, Канаді, Австралії, Великій Британії, 

оточили район компактного проживання кримських татар. далекої, але, водночас, такої близької Батьківщини. Німеччині, Франції, Бельгії, Аргентині, Естонії. 


«Зараз, за інформацією жителів села Хапсихор (село Морське), еру 
квартал, де компактно проживають кримські татари, оточений А 
трьома автобусами озброєних людей, поки ніяких дій не роблять, до М сриканські ІНВ -, стори чекають 
цього цими автобусами була перекрита дорога з Судака в Морське, не = о coe 
пропускали машини впродовж 20 хвилин», - повідомила у Фейсбуці Vy 
кримськотатарська активістка Ленора Дюльбер. В ІЛЬНОГО ринку 3 CMJI1 B Kp дІНІ 

У селі Морське силовики здійснюють обшук у будинку кримського 


he Америки ідні інвестори та МВФ ринок, буде коштувати достатньо, щоб залучити 
татарина Тороза Юсуфа. Про це в коментарі Крим.Реалії повідомила | | ПОлос Америки) Західні В 


очікують від України якнайшвидшого відкриття навіть не десятки, а сотні МІЛЬЯРДІВ доларів 


кримськотатарська активістка Ленора Дюльбер. ринку землі інвестицій в аграрний сектор. Тому це дуже 
«Прийшли в будинок Тороза Юсуфа. У чому його звинувачують Мораторій на продаж сільгоспугідь діє вже 16 важливо», - каже президент Української аграрної 

і на якій підставі відбувається обшук, нам поки невідомо. Сім'я не років, стримуючи притік інвестицій в український конфедерації Леонід Козаченко. 

активісти, а просто люди, що займаються господарством. Зараз на агросектор. Далі відкладати реформу не ложе мнна как 

в'їзді в квартал, де живе Тороз, стоїть один автобус з силовиками, Американський бізнесмен Джон Шморгун Представники американського бізнесу. 

біля самого будинку - другий автобус. Нашивки на одязі СОБР, | працює в Україні вже 10 років. Керований ним | «В Україні 25 років відкладали земельну 
-силовики повністю екіпіровані: бронежилети й автомати», - | концерн AgroGeneration обробляє понад 100 тисяч реформу. Ця реформа необхідна для pe ee 

розповіла Дюльбер. гектарів землі. Концерн вирощує кукурудзу та безпеки, для процвітання України, для того що 


інші зернові. Щоб далі розвивати свій успішний здобути TOPE PHIM) Заходу, МВОФ. У стратегічній 
бізнес, компанії потрібні інвестиції. Але західних перспективі має йтися про те, щоб Земля: 
інвесторів від бажання вкладати гроші в українське Вільно продавалася, вільно купувалася, ВІЛЬНО 
сільське господарство відлякує мораторій на приймаласявзаставу. Тоді це створить максимальні 


За її словами, до будинку кримчанина нікого не пускають, а 
силовики в супроводі понятих обшукали другий поверх будинку та 
почали обшук на першому поверсі. 


Тим часом голова Судацького районного меджлісу Ільвер Аметов продаж землі. економічні зиски для України. Я вважаю, що існує 
повідомив у коментарі Крим.Реалії, що у ФСБ пообіцяли відпустити «Колими їдемо по світу і говоримо зінвесторами, можливість запустити ві льний ринок землі вже 
його сина до вечора. завжди питання - а чи є приватизована земля ВПРОДОВЖ наступних 3-4 років, захистивши при 

«Подзвонив у ФСБ. Сказав, що мого сина якісь люди в масках, | в Україні? Поки що немає. Є мораторій», - ЦЬОМУ як малого фермера, так 1 нині діючі великі 
відвезли в невідомому напрямку. Вони мені сказали, щоб я не | пояснює президент компанії AgroGeneration Джон ацрохолаюнци пекако президент Американсько- 
турбувався: процедура пройде, перевірять і до вечора відпустять», - | Шморгун. української ділової ради Морган Вільямс. 
сказав Аметов. Пропоноване урядом зняття заборони на продаж «Чим більше обмежень, тим нижча ціна. А вся 


Коментарів підконтрольних Росії силових відомств Криму з цього сільгоспземель буде вигідне як власникам паїв, так СУТЬ реформи - пе ціну на ож 

приводу поки немає. i фермерам. - = ) земшщо" ee One як © зве bs a oe 

Після анексії Криму почастішали масові обшуки у незалежних «Якщо в нас буде данамтаним. акливним ривок на розв зв з 

~ журналістів, громадських активістів, активістів кримськотатарського See ae фермі ригуякінранюють, ро В за Seen лібералізацію яка приверне 

національного руху, членів Меджлісу  кримськотатарського а о она ees eee максималь cae i ій» - вважає екс- 

: 7 | потім використовувати цю землю як заставу для Мак: ну КІЛЬКІСТБРІНВеСЛИЦІМЙ, BE 2 

народу, а також кримських мусульман, підозрюваних у зв'язках 13 | залучення інвестицій для розвитку свого бізнесу. Міністр економічного розвитку 1 торгівлі України 

забороненою в Росії організацією «Хізб ут-Тахрір». Земля через 5-10 років, якщо буде такий відкритий AMBapac Абромавичус. 
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Bishop David “plays soccer” 


with Pope Francis 
Long awaited ad limina visit made in April 


By Jayne L. Buryn, 
Communications Coordinator, 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy 
of Edmonton 

“We played a game of soccer,” 
Bishop David Motiuk of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of 
Edmonton told Vatican Radio’s 
Christopher Wells in an interview 
after the ad limina meeting with 
the Holy Father in April. “So, we 
were seated in a circle... and he 
put us at ease [saying] ‘here’s the 
soccer ball. We’ll put it down in the 
midst and whoever wants to kick 
it first, we'll begin our dialogue, 
our discussion ....’ A beautiful 
image!” Bishop Ken Nowakowski 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy 
of New Westminster felt Pope 
Francis’ welcome was “fraternal, a 
meeting between brothers.” 

Oftentimes, Bishop David said, 
“in a parish or in an eparchy or 
in a diocese, we get caught up in 
the day to day life of our local 
church. But here was a concrete 
symbol and action on the unity of 
the Catholic Church in action, and 
especially in prayer. It was just a 
beautiful moment for me.” 

During the radio interview, 
Bishop David noted that the next 
Synod of Bishops, set for October 
2018, will focus on youth. “Both 
Bishops spoke of celebrating the 
Divine Liturgy, in the Rite of the 
Ukrainian Church, at the altar of St 
Josaphat in St Peter’s Basilica, as a 
highlight of their ad limina visit,” 
noted Mr. Wells. “That was one of 
my proudest moments during this 
ad limina,” Bishop David added, 
“where the 22 [Greek and Latin] 
bishops [of western Canada] were 
able to gather in the celebration of 
the divine liturgy, according to the 
Ukrainian church, and to pray for 
Christian unity.” 

The Holy Father “encouraged 
us to listen to our people ... to 
find ways to have conversations 
with our young people so that [we 
will understand] their concerns, 
aspirations, hope for the future. 
It’s so important to listen,” Bishop 
David concluded. “The Holy Father 
asks us to take ‘a broader sense of 
synodality’, beyond that practiced 
by bishops, to take it into each 
family, to the parish, the parish 
council, the entire parish, listening 
to each other, exchanging ideas. We 
must ensure we take responsibility 
for the life of the Church.” 

In his ad limina report to Pope 
Francis, Bishop David noted that 
the outlook for the future of the 
people of God in the Eparchy of 
Edmonton, as reflected upon by 
the Eparchial Pastoral Council 
with the collaboration of many 
others, is welcoming, positive and 
vibrant. The 25 Year Eparchial 
Pastoral Plan on the New 
Evangelization (Evangelization, A 
New Springtime — Encountering 
the Person of Christ), launched in 
2012, contemplates the question 
“Where is the Holy Spirit calling 
us to be as Church 25 years from 
now?” From this deliberation, we 
have determined that we now have 
a blueprint for long-term future 
pastoral planning and programming 
within the Eparchy of Edmonton in 
the areas of: 

* the Word of God, 

* catechesis, 

¢ liturgy and prayer, and 

* service to one’s neighbour. 


Bishop David meets with Pope Francis 


A number of programs and 
projects have been implemented. 

On-line materials, seminars, 
conferences and study days have 
been helpful for catechesis. We are 
currently moving towards creating 
a Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern 
Christian Studies satellite campus 
at Newman Theological College 
in Edmonton. “It is hoped that the 
satellite campus will provide much 
needed resources in helping the 
faithful come to know God better, 
followed by a desire to love God 
in prayer and in the liturgy, then to 
serve God in one’s neighbour and 
among the poor,” Bishop David 
wrote in his 2017 Quinquennial (ad 
limina) report to the Pope. 

Youth and young family 
programming that will cultivate 
their relationships with God and 
encourage participation in the 
life of the Church continues to be 
number one pastoral priority for the 
Eparchy of Edmonton. Recently, we 
made a commitment of a $100,000 
each year over the next ten years 
to assisting parishes to put in place 
new initiatives in support of youth 
and young families. Examples 
of programs launched recently 
include the engagement of a youth 
coordinator for two parishes and 
the provision of several youth 
programs, particularly C.O.R.E. at 
the Eparchy’s Camp Oselia. 

An integral part of helping youth 
and young families in their faith 
journey are grandparents and elders 
in the Church and in the community. 
Bishop David explained that 
“grandparents can be likened to 
Faith Keepers, for whom God has 
always been a huge part of their 
lives, their strength and inspiration. 
Young people, on the other hand, 
can be likened to Faith Seekers, 
who still believe in God and seek 
answers to the meaning of life, but 
for whom Church and active parish 
involvement is foreign.” 

To pass on the knowledge and 
commitment of this generation, the 
Eparchy of Edmonton will be helping 
grandparents tell their children and 
grandchildren why God has been and 
continues to be such an important 
part of their lives. This will be done 
using YouTube style videos sharing 
stories, sending Christmas/Easter 
cards, birthday/wedding anniversary 
cards, and so on. 

From his meeting with Pope 
Francis, Bishop David brings 
back additional inspiration to the 
Eparchy. “Here’s an incredible man 
filled with the joy of the Gospel. 


With his enthusiasm and my 
renewed enthusiasm, I hope to be 
able to share that with our faithful 
back home.” 

Bishop Nowakowski will bring 
back to New Westminster Eparchy 
the excitement he felt about “where 
we are in Canada as a church in 
relationship with the Holy See.” 

The Assembly of Western 
Catholic Bishops (AWCB) of 
Canada made their ad limina visit 
to Pope Francis during the week of 
March 27 to April І this year. The 
visits are normally completed every 
five years; however, a number of 
circumstances prevented this from 
happening for ten years. 

A total of 22 bishops attended, 
with four from Ukrainian Catholic 
eparchies in Western Canada: 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of 
Edmonton’s Bishop David Motiuk, 
Bishop Ken Nowakowski of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of 
New Westminster, Saskatoon 
Eparchy’s Bishop Bryan Bayda, and 
Metropolitan Lawrence Huculak of 
the Archeparchy of Winnipeg. 

These visits are an important 
way for the Pope to maintain a 
relationship with, and unity of, 
the bishops of particular Churches 
throughout the world. They give him 
the opportunity to deliberate on the 
successes and needs of the Churches 
and their bishops, and to provide 
support to them as shepherds of the 
faith and the faithful. 

The ad limina visit occurs in 
three stages: 1. a pilgrimage to 
the “tombs of the Princes of the 
Apostles [Sts. Peter and Paul)] and 
their veneration, 2. a meeting with 
the Holy Father, and 3. finally, the 
meetings at the dicasteries of the 
Roman Curia. (Dicasteries, from 
the Greek law-court, judge/juror, 
are Roman Curia administrative 
departments that manage the affairs 
of the Catholic Church.) 

“Veneration of Sts. Peter and 
Paul and pilgrimages to their tombs 
have been practiced since early 
Christian times,” notes Article 
28 of the Apostolic Constitution, 
Pastor Bonus, John Paul, Bishop, 
Servant of the Servants of God for 
an Everlasting Memory, June 1988, 
as expressions of the unity of the 
Church founded by Our Lord Jesus 
Christ on Peter the Rock. (O)n that 
occasion [each bishop presents]” to 
the Roman Pontiff a report on the 
state of their diocese [or eparchy]. 
These visits replicate the 15-day 
visit of Paul with Peter described 
in Galatians 1:18. 


Visitor views the portraits of Wasyl Eleniak and Ivan Pylypow. 
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ACUA organizes exhibit 
featuring 125 years of 
Alberta Ukrainian art 


ont. from P. 8 


“Three years ago, the ACUA 
board decided to dream big and 
take a leap of faith, we opened a 
boutique, a gallery, a Ukrainian arts 
centre, we now offer programming 
in five communities outside of 
Edmonton, including Jasper and 
we are an official WORKS festival 
site. The ACUA Vitae magazine is 
now distributed to 125 locations 
across Alberta. One of these very big 
dreams was also to hold an exhibit at 
the Art Gallery of Alberta. Thanks to 
a very, very supportive community, 
ACUA members and volunteers 
combined with a Powerhouse board 
of directors, the dreams are all 
becoming reality,” she added. 

Laura Ritchie, Head of Exhibitions 
and Management at the AGA said 
the gallery is excited to partner with 
ACUA on this newest installation of 
its community gallery. 

“Happening a few times each 
year, the community gallery is an 
opportunity for the AGA to work with 
organizations like ACUA to bring 
local exhibitions to life,” she said. 

“The stories and themes of 
Ukrainian immigration seen in this 
exhibition are inspirational to all of 
us,” added Ritchie. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
provincial government, Advanced 
Education Minister Marlin Schmidt, 
in whose constituency (Edmonton- 
Gold Bar), the ACUA gallery is 
located, noted that “Ukrainian 
Canadians were an integral part of 
the Alberta story — building so much 
in this province and developing the 
economic prosperity of the prairies”. 

“Throughout May, the Five Waves 
of Inspiration exhibit will give us 
a greater opportunity to learn more 
about the Ukrainian immigration 
experience through the eyes and 
artistic contributions of five waves 
of Ukrainian immigrants to Canada. 

“Thope we can take this opportunity 
to celebrate the many contributions 
that Ukrainian Canadians have 
made to the prosperity and richness 
of Alberta. Cultural celebrations 
like this allow us to strengthen our 
bonds with family, friends, and 
community and allow artistic and 
cultural traditions to live on in future 
generations,” he said. 

MP Linda Duncan, who represents 
the federal riding (Edmonton- 
Strathcona) in which the gallery is 
located, said she was very privileged 
to be on the executive of the Canada- 
Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship 
Group and attend: cultural events 
such as this. 

“May we see more of the fine 
works from Ukrainian Canadians 
and from Ukraine,” she stated. 


Paul Teterenko, President of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Archives 
and Museum of Alberta which 
provided one third of the art 
works for the exhibition, listed 
all the other organizations which 
contributed. These include: ACUA 
itself, the Ukrainian Museum of 
Canada — Alberta Branch, the 
Bohdan Medwidsky Ukrainian 
Folklore Archives, the Basilian 
Fathers Museum, the Ukrainian 
Catholic Women’s League of 
Canada Museum, the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village, the 
Shevchenko Foundation and the 
Ukrainian Shumka Dancers. 

“Working together we can 
achieve great heights and tonight’s 
exhibition is a culmination of this 
collaborative efforts,” he said. 

Orest Soltykevych served as 
Master of Ceremonies, the trio 
of Katrusia Pohoreski, Adrian 
Warchola, and Brett Hansen 
performed five songs, while the 
official ribbon was cut by artists 
William Duma and Sofia & 
Adriana Warring. 

Featured artists include: Julian 
Bucmaniuk, Tammy Chmilar, 
Ann Cymbalisty, Wadym 
Dobrolige, Thor Dmytruk, 
William Duma, Hryhorii Grekul, 
Theodora | Нагазутім, Erin 
Haugen, Parasia Iwanec, Iryna 
Karpenko, Lawrence Kenakin, 
Halyna Koszaryez, Dominika 
Koziak, Chester Kuc, William 
Kurelek, Isabel Levesque, Peter 
Lipinski, Thelma Manarey, 
Stephan Melnychenko, Sophia 
Morrison, Oksana Movchan, Nick 
Ochotta, Larissa Pohoreski, Maria 
Prokopiw, Larisa Sembaliuk 
Cheladyn, Valeriy Semenko, 
Peter Shostak, Sofia & Adriana 
Warring, and Mykola Yakimec. 

The Organizing Committee 
consisted of: Larisa Sembaliuk 
Cheladyn, Dominika Коліак, 
Khrystia Kohut, Irene 
Jendzjowsky, Lyrissa Sheptak, 
and Robin McHugh, while 
research assistance was provided 
by: Bohdana Bashuk, Greg 
Borowetz, Maryna Chernyavska, 
Nadia Cyncar, Becky Dahl, Dr. 
Elaine Harasymiw, Dr. Karen 
Lemiski, and Darka Tarnawsky. 

Project Sponsors included: 
ACUA, AGA, Edmonton 
Heritage Council Government 
of Canada’s Department of 
Canadian Heritage, UCAMA, 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress — 
Alberta Provincial Council, Eva 
Tomiuk, Servus Credit Union, the 
Anna Rudyk Oastrum Fund, and 
Genia Leskiw. 

The exhibition runs until May 
28. 
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Радянські 
військовополонені 
Другої світової війни: 
між нацистським 1 
сталінським полоном 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

В України Друга світова війна забрала життя кожного п'ятого 
українця. Фактично українці втратили стільки, скільки BCA 
антигітлерівська коаліція, зазначають в Українському інституті 
національної пам'яті. У нацистському полоні опинились близько 5 
мільйонів військових з радянсько-німецької ділянки фронту, з них 
більше від половини загинули від виснаження, голоду, хвороб у 
концентраційних та тимчасових таборах. Доля тих, хто вижив, скла- 
лася здебільшого трагічно, кажуть фахівці. 

Здався чи потрапив у полон до нацистів, значить, «дезертир і зрад- 
ник» - саме так (як дезертирство або зраду) розцінювали радянські 
закони та укази військового часу здачу бійця у полон. Тож звільнені 
з нацистського полону радянські військові зазнавали переслідувань 
від «рідної влади» 1 потрапляли в інший — радянський - полон, попо- 
внюючи лави арештантів та ув'язнених у потужній системі ГУЛАГУ, 
зазначають історики. 

За даними дослідників з музею «Територія терору», з майже 
дев'ятисот тисяч полонених, які вижили і змогли повернутись на 
батьківщину, понад 230 тисяч опинились у ГУЛАГУ, а 600 тисяч - 
примусово працювали у «трудових батальйонах». Лише у 1956 році 
ув'язнені у нацистських таборах червоноармійці були реабілітовані, 
наголошують науковці. 

Експерт Українського інституту національної пам'яті Вікторія 
Яременко розповідає Радіо Свобода: очільники Радянського Союзу 
відмовились підписувати Женевську конвенцію щодо утримання 
військовополонених, у результаті ж сотні тисяч червоноармійців, які 
потрапили у нацистський полон, опинились на межі виживання. 

«Якщо у цілому говорити про статистику полону, то, звісно, полон 
- більш жахливий з німецького, нацистського боку. Але роль Сталіна 
у цьому теж дуже велика: Сталін не підтримав Женевську конвенцію 
щодо військовополонених. Гітлер це мав як аргумент, що приписи 
конвенції не працюють стосовно радянських військовополонених. 
Трагедія полону почалась ще 1 з того, що була дуже велика кількість 
радянських військовополонених - фактично найбільше військових 
потрапили у полон саме на німецько-радянському фронті», - каже 
експерт. 

Вікторія Яременко також розповіла історію із власної родини: її 
дід, звільнений з нацистського полону, після закінчення війни про- 
ходив перевірку у спецтаборах НКВД, які діяли у 1942-1946 роках. 
При цьому він тривалий час не мав права на переписку з рідними. 

«Дід потрапив у полон у 1942 році під В'язьмою, це була битва за 
Москву, і це був, мабуть, найбільший «котел» часів Другої світової 
війни. Він був лейтенантом, такі люди, якщо потрапляли у полон, 
дуже часто підлягали знищенню. Але дід залишився живим і вже 
потім, коли його начебто визволила Червона армія, йому довелось 
проходити перевірку на Далекому Сході. Моя бабуся ще у 1942 
році отримала повідомлення про те, що її чоловік зник безвісти, і 
тільки у 1947 році йому дозволили їй написати», - згадує Яременко 
в інтерв'ю для Радіо Свобода. 

Дослідник історії України Сергій Грабовський зауважує: ні 
за радянського періоду, ані тепер у путінській Росії так і не 
озвучили кількість загиблих у радянських таборах колишніх 
військовополонених. А у березні цього року депутати Держду- 
ми Росії - організатори акції «Безсмертний полк» оприлюднили 
наступні дані про втрати СРСР у «Великій вітчизняній війні»: за- 
гинули близько 43 мільйонів людей - громадян Радянського Сою- 
зу. Тобто, мова іде про втрати і серед бійців Червоної армії, і серед 
цивільного населення, каже експерт. 

«Що мається на увазі під цивільним населенням? У даному разі - 
остарбайтери, яких тоді звільняли з нацистських таборів, давали їм 
зброю, не ставлячи на облік. Коли Червона армія йшла по Польщі, 
Німеччині, по Словаччині і Чехії, їх кидали у бій. Тих, хто після 
кількох боїв виживав, їх уже ставили на облік у бойових підрозділах 
і видавали амуніцію. Так само і з військовополоненими: звільнених 
з таборів кидали у бій - не мобілізуючи офіційно, не ставлячи на 
облік», - наголосив Грабовський у коментарі для Радіо Свобода. 

За його словами, «червоні командири» у бій кидали всіх, хто міг 
пересуватись 1 тримати у руках зброю, і серед цієї категорії «мир- 
ного населення» були великі втрати. Можна говорити про сотні ти- 
сяч загиблих, яких досі не визнано такими, хто загинув на фронтах 
Другої світової війни, впевнений Грабовський. 

«З цієї категорії, з тих, хто вижив, одержав обмундирування, 
звання й навіть ордени багатьох по закінченні війни «хапанули» і 
відправили у ГУЛАГ нібито за зраду. Тобто, ці ордени, отримані у 
1944-1945 роках, не рахувались», - додає експерт. 

Таким чином, як зазначають експерти, колишні радянські 
військовополонені часів Другої світової війни стали жертвами двох 
диктатур. 

Спочатку вони боролися за виживання в нелюдських умовах 
німецького полону, Після цього тавро зрадника на них «начепив» 
режим сталінський. 60 відсотків військовополонених не пережили 
умов полону, зазначають фахівці. 
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Спецпідрозділ «Азов» знову 
потрапив на шпальти ЗМІ Росії 


Михайло Штекель, Радіо Свобода 

На власну річницю спеціальний підрозділ 
Національної гвардії України «Азов» знову 
потрапив на перші шпальти російських ЗМІ 
- американський Конгрес залишив чинною 
неприпустимість фінансування підрозділу. Вище 
військове командування стверджує: американці і 
так «Азову» не допомагали. У самому підрозділі 
в санкціях обвинувачують українську дипломатію 
і застарілу інформацію про вояків, яку мають 
американські політики. Проте, політологи кажуть, 
що розділення «Азова» на політичну партію 1 
військовий підрозділ робить американські санкції 
дворічної давнини ще більш актуальними. 

Поправка 0 військового бюджету про 
неприпустимість військової допомоги тоді ще 
батальйону «Азов» з'явилася влітку 2015 року 
за ініціативи  конгресменів Джона Кон'єрса 
і Теда Його. Обидва досі є членами нижньої 
палати американського парламенту. Підставою 
для параграфа стало праворадикальне минуле 
тодішнього командира підрозділу і народного 
депутата Андрія Білецького, і, як стверджувалося, 
«неонацистська символіка», яку тоді 
використовував підрозділ. Йдеться насамперед 
про так званий «вольфсангель» (позаалфавітний 
рунічний символ) на прапорах. 

У січні 2016 року американські ЗМІ, зокрема 
авторитетне нью-йоркське видання The Nation із 
посиланням на власні джерела, повідомляли, що 
параграф де-факто вилучили під тиском Пентагону, 
однак у самому документі він досі присутній. Є 
він 1 в програмі військової допомоги цього року. 

Ані раніше, ані зараз фінансова допомога зі 
Сполучених Штатів до підрозділу спеціального 
призначення «Азов» не надходила, повідомив Радіо 
Свобода Юрій Аллеров, командувач Національної 
гвардії України. Саме до складу Нацгвардії від 
листопада 2014 року входить полк «Азов». Раніше 
він був батальйоном міліції. 

«Офіційно матеріальна чи грошова допомога зі 
США до спецпідрозділу «Азов» не надходила. На 
сьогоднішній день цілеспрямованого виділення 
на якийсь підрозділ немає. Є цільова допомога на 
питання зв'язку і по логістиці, але перерозподілу 
майна Сполучених Штатів на підрозділ «Азов» не 
передбачалося», - повідомив Аллеров. 

Він також наголосив, що, за його інформацією, 
бійці «Азова» не брали участі в тренуваннях, 
які проводили для українських військових бійці 
підрозділів збройних сил США і не співпрацювали 
з американськими інструкторами. Допомоги 
Америки не було 1 не планується, заявив Аллеров. 


Двоє ветеранів «Азова» розповіли Радіо 
Свобода, що He отримували допомоги від 
Сполучених Штатів. Зокрема, якщо багатьох 
національних гвардійців тренували американці, то 
в них викладали грузинські інструктори. 

Навесні 2015 року, ще до введення 
американських санкцій проти «Азова», з лав 
військового / підрозділу з вийшов  громадсько- 
політичний рух «Цивільний корпус», керівництво 
якого утворили ветерани бойових дій. У жовтні 
2016 року «Цивільний корпус» став партією, яку 
очолив перший командир батальйону «Азов», нині 
народний депутат Андрій Білецький. Нещодавно 
партія повідомила про майбутнє об'єднання з 
партіями «Свобода» і «Правий сектор» для участі 
у наступних парламентських виборах. 

На думку політолога і дослідника радикальних 
рухів, експерта «Інституту євроатлантичного 
співробітництва» Андреаса Умланда, цей розподіл 
робить санкції проти полку «Азов» дворічної давнини 
актуальнішими. Партія i військовий підрозділ тісно 
зв'язані, i це робить фінансову допомогу з боку 
Сполучених Штатів ще більш неприпустимою. 

«Таким чином з'явилася додаткова причина 
не надавати фінансування підрозділові, тому що 
політичні амбіції його керівництва очевидні. Ще 
до Майдану, ті, що стали командирами підрозділу, 
зокрема Андрій Білецький, його заступник Олег 
Однороженко, робили расистські заяви, говорили 
про білу расу. Тепер зрозуміло, що політичні 
амбіції командирів «Азова» нікуди не ділися», - 
заявив Умланд. 

Тепер насторожене ставлення американських 
політиків до підрозділу стало обгрунтованішим, 
говорить експерт. Колись активісти 4 стали 
військовими, а тепер стали політиками, і це 
демонструє, що «Азов» не є звичайним військовим 
підрозділом, зазначає Умланд. 

П'ятого травня полк «Азов» відзначає свою 
третю річницю - саме цього дня в 2014 році міністр 
внутрішніх справ Арсен Аваков підписав наказ 
про створення батальйону. У перших бойових 
зіткненнях «Азов» взяв участь через кілька днів, 
пізніше проводив зачистку від проросійських 
бойовиків міста Маріуполя Донецької області. 
З нагоди третьої річниці утворення «Азова» в 
Бердянську Запорізької області проводять урочисті 
заходи і показ військової техніки. У полку кажуть, 
що неприпустимість фінансування від Сполучених 
Штатів їх не лякає, і обвинувачують українську 
дипломатію в бездіяльності. Проте, заяву 
підрозділу поширюють на офіційній фейсбук- 
сторінці політичної партії «Національний корпус». 


Німецькі спецслужби хочуть перейти 
у наступ на кремлівських хакерів 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

Керівник внутрішньої німецької 0 розвідки 
звинуватив російські спецслужби у тому, що 
вони зібрали величезний масив інформації про 
німецьку політику і можуть використати його 
для кібернападів на Німеччину напередодні 
парламентських виборів у вересні. Москва 
відкидає звинувачення у підступних намірах. 
Про можливість такого втручання в Німеччині 
говорили ще рік тому, але нині ці попередження 
лунають вже більш конкретно. 

На конференції, присвяченій питанням 
кібербезпеки, що проходила у  Потсдамі у 
четвер, голова німецької служби безпеки Ганс- 
Teopr Маассен заявив, що його служба очікує 
кібернападів | безпосередньо Ha німецького 
канцлера | Ангелу Меркель, відому своєю 
твердою позицією щодо Кремля. Він заявив, що 
спираючись на американський досвід, противник 
може створити дезінформаційну кампанію, щоб 
вплинути на результати виборів. 

«Наш противник намагається створити таку 
інформацію, яку можна буде використати для 
кампанії з дезінформації, щоб вплинути на 
результат виборів. Чи він зробить це, є політичним 
питанням. Але у Сполучених Штатах це сталося. 
І видно, що таке політичне рішення — здійснити 
напад на СПА, було ухвалене. Чи ми переживемо 
подібний перебіг подій у Німеччині цієї осені, мені 
важко передбачити. Бо це є політичне рішення, 
яке прийматиметься у Кремлі», - заявив шеф 
німецьких спецслужб Ганс-Георг Маассен. 

Ще у травні 2015 року під час кібератаки 
на німецький парламент німецькі спецслужби 


з'ясували, що електронна система парламенту 
стала жертвою нападу хакерів. Тоді виглядало, що 
німецькі спецслужби були безпорадними. Ось, як 
про цей випадок повідомляла телерадіостанція 
«Німецька хвиля». 

«Улітку 2015 року німецьким  спецслужбам 
було потрібно кілька місяців, щоб зрозуміти, що 
електронну систему захисту німецького парламенту 
було зламано і встановлено програму «троянський 
кінь», яка допомагала стежити за німецькими 
політиками. Протягом кількох - тижнів 0 було 
незрозуміло, доякої саме інформації отримали доступ 
російські хакери, які, на думку німецьких експертів з 
питань безпеки, діяли за наказами російської влади», 
— мовилося у тодішніх повідомленнях. 

Німецькі спецслужби звинувачували у викраденні 
даних російських хакерів, групу АРТ28. 

Нині ж з вуст представників німецьких спецслужб 
лунають звинувачення на адресу безпосередньо 
Кремля. «Ми очікуємо нових нападів, і дуже пильно 
стежимо за загрозами», - заявив Маассен і додав, 
що його агентство виявило численні напади на 
електронну пошту канцлера Німеччини та лідера 
консервативної Християнсько-демократичної партії 
Антели Меркель. 

За словами шефа німецьких спецслужб, його 
країна серйозно поставилася до загрози і готує 
лінії захисту. Але, на його думку, для ефективної 
відповіді, Німеччина - повинна перейти до 
контрнападу. Для цього буде потрібно внести 
зміни до німецького законодавства. Зокрема, 
йдеться про можливість знищення викрадених 
даних на серверах в третіх країнах та про дозвіл 
знищити сервери, з яких відбуваються кібератаки. 
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Operation Unifier participant struck by Ukrainian patriotism 


Canadian training project honoured 
at UFCE fundraising dinner 


(UkrNews)—A participant of Canada’s 
military training mission in Ukraine says he 
was struck by the level of patriotism exhib- 
ited by the people there. 

“I’ve never seen more patriotic people in 
my life,” said Captain Mike Dullege, the 
24" Annual Fundraising Banquet for the 
Ukrainian Foundation for College Education 
(UFCE), held at St. John’s Cultural Centre in 
Edmonton, May 4. 

He said he would like to raise his children 
to exude that kind of patriotism should the 
need arise, adding that the exposure to a dif- 
ferent way of life had a great impact on him 
“to see people fighting for their country in a 
way I’ve never seen.” 

“J spent 10 months in Afghanistan and 
I never saw one ounce of what I saw in 
Ukraine. Not one ounce of the dedication or 

_ the patriotism,” added Capt. Dullege, a tank 
officer who was deployed between August 
2016 and March of this year, as the coordi- 
nator of the Canadian soldiers training mem- 
bers of the Ukrainian Armed Forces (UAF) 
at the International Peacekeeping and Secur- 
ity Centre (IPSC) in Starychi, Ukraine, lo- 
cated 45 kilometres northwest of Lviv. 

. Captain Dullege and his wife, Christine, 
participated in a fireside chat with interview- 
er Gene Zwozdesky during the banquet. 

Christine Dullege related her experiences 
on the home front as she had to take care of 
the household as a de-facto single parent 
and cope with the stress of having a husband 
serve overseas. 

But in this case, she was not worried about 
the danger, compared with his previous post- 
ing in Afghanistan. 

Two hundred Canadian Armed 
Forces(CAF) personnel are currently de- 
ployed in the project which began in the 
summer of 2015. During that time, they have 
trained over 2,600 Ukrainian troops. 

Capt. Dullege noted there are seven key 
areas of training in Operation Unifier. 

The CAF’s primary focus is on tactical sol- 
dier training, also known as small team train- 
ing, which consists of individual weapons 
training, marksmanship, tactical movement, 
explosive threat recognition, communica- 
tion, survival in combat, and ethics training. 

Other training activities include: 

* Explosive ordnance disposal and impro- 
vised explosive device disposal training; 

* Military police training consisting of Use 
of Force and Basic Investigative Techniques 
courses; 

* Medical training that provides casualty 
evacuation and combat first aid training; 

« Flight safety and language training; 

» Reconnaissance training; and 

* Logistics system modernization. 

He noted that medical training was the 
most beneficial. The Canadians took all as- 
pects of their own first aid training, and com- 
bined it with all aspects of the British, Amer- 
ican, Lithuanian and Polish programs and 
were able to create one cohesive approach, 


even going so far as to initiate a change in 
Ukrainian law to improve medical aid. 

Another area in which the Canadians have 
had impact on the UAF is to get lower rank 
soldiers to make decisions and force officers 
to accept them — a major change in an army 
where “ever ounce of power is held in the 
higher levels” and there is no delegation of 
authority. 

Asked by Zwozdesky to evaluate the 
operation, he said it was a success, primarily 
because the UAF and Ukrainian people ac- 
cepted the Canadians. 

Asked by Ukrainian News to elaborate 
on what Canadians have learned from their 
Ukrainian counterparts, Capt. Dullege said 
Canadians are getting information from Ro- 
tational Training Units (RTUs) that return 
from the area of Anti-Terrorist Operations 
(ATO). 

“When they come to us it behooves us to 
extract whatever information we could use 
ourselves should the need arise,” he said, 
adding “the Russians have adopted a style of 
warfare in Ukraine that has not been seen at 
this point on this scale and it is of key inter- 
est to all our national allies in Ukraine and to 
the world.” 

At the close of the evening, Capt. Dullege, 
Christine Dullege and Sean Coughlan were 
presented with UFCE’s President’s Award 
on behalf of Operation Unifier. 

“For preserving peace and upholding the 
principles of democracy, it is an honor to 
present the President’s Award to Operation 
Unifier, and in doing so to acknowledge and 
recognize the Canadian Armed Forces for 
their important training mission with the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces to support Ukraine 
in its efforts to maintain sovereignty, secur- 
ity, and stability,” said Past President Dr. Er- 
nest Skakun in making the presentation. 

“Canadian soldiers will support their 
Ukrainian counterparts through capacity 
building, that is, the development and 
strengthening of skills that are necessary to 
deal with Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Over 
the past few years, Canada has sent about 
200 Canadian Armed Forces members to 
Ukraine. The current group of soldiers that 
left several weeks ago is mostly troops from 
the 3" Canadian Division, headquartered 
here in Edmonton, and which is responsible 
for army administration and operations in 
Western Canada. In the words of Colonel 
William Fletcher, Commander of 1 Canadian 
Mechanized Brigade Group, ‘Our Canadian 
values are part of what makes us good at 
what we do, respect for law, respect for rule 
of law, the anti-corruption, the ability to trust, 
those are things that are very, very valuable 
when it comes to the nitty-gritty, dirty face 
of warfare’,” noted Dr. Skakun. 

In bringing his greetings, Dr. David Atkin- 
son, President of Grant MacEwan University 
(GMU) referred to a recent visit by students 
from Ukraine, who came study student goy- 
егатепі at GMU as “an overwhelming suc- 


Left to Right: Gene Zwozdesky with Captain Mike Dullege and Christine Dullege. 


Left to Right: Captain Mike Dullege and Captain Sean Coughlan accept the President's 


Award from Dr. Ernest Skakun. 


cess”. Support for this initiative came from 
his office, the student union and the Ukrainian 
Resource and Development Centre (URDC). 

It also followed his own visit to Ukraine 
where he “““was overwhelmed by their (the 
people’s) appetite for change.” 

“People in Ukraine simply are not satisfied 
with the status quo and certainly as a uni- 
versity we have an obligation to help them 
initiate and maintain the forces for change,” 
added Dr. Atkinson. 

Master of Ceremonies for the evening was 
UFCE’s President, Gordon Gordey. 

Members of the Board of the UFCE are a 
group of volunteers consisting of community 
members, professionals, educators and busi- 
ness people who have supposed cooperative 
developments in education between Canada 
and Ukraine since 1994. 

Proceeds from this 24th Annual Fundrais- 
ing Banquet are part of the support for un- 
dertakings of the URDC at GMU, especially 
its educational programs, benefiting students 
and young profejsionals.in Ukraine. Among 
them: 

¢ $8,000 in scholarships to GMU stu- 
dents in a new course: Community Service 
Learning-Building Peaceful Communities, 
through which they will study Ukrainian 
language at the Ukrainian Catholic Univer- 


sity (UCU) in Lviv and work with orphans 
in the Help Us Help thy Children summer 
camp initiative; 

» $7,000 scholarship to a Ukrainian stu- 
dent from Lviv to study at MacEwan Uni- 
versity; 

» $4,000 towards a partnership between 
the Students Association at MacEwan Uni- 
versity and student governments at Ternopil 
State Medical University, UCU, and the Na- 
tional University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy 
to develop capacity of autonomous student 
government. 

* $4,000 to cc-sponsor MacEwan nursing | 
students exchange initiative with the Interna- 
tional Summer School at Ternopil site Medi- 
cal School. 

UCFE’s current Executive consists of 
President: Gordon Gordey; Past President: 
Dr. Ernest Skakun; Vice-President: Dr. Olen- 
ka Bilash; Secretary: Len Hudyma; Treasur- 
er: Khrystia Kohut. 

Members of the Board. of Directors are: 
Dr. Elaine Harasymiw, Vitaliy Milentyeyv 
Edward Piasta Q.C. Dr. Roman Petryshyn, 
Irka Pyzyk, Alan Skoreyko, Dr. Oksana 
Suchowersky, George Zaharia and Gene 
Zwozdesky. 

GMU’s Liaison to UFCE is Yuri Konkin, 
Director of URDC. 


Artemenko stripped of Ukrainian citizenship 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—Andriy Artemenko, a Ukrain- 
ian lawmaker whose plan to resolve the 
three-year-old conflict in Ukraine reportedly 
wound up on the desk of then-U.S. national 
security adviser Michael Flynn, has been 
stripped of his citizenship by presidential de- 
cree, the State Migration Service says. 

The migration service said in a statement 
on May 5 that President Petro Poroshenko 
had terminated Artemenko’s Ukrainian cit- 
izenship over the lawmaker’s voluntary ac- 
ceptance of foreign citizenship. 

Artemenko had previously acknowledged 
that he holds Canadian citizenship. 

Artemenko’s “peace plan,” which calls for 
holding a national referendum on leasing Cri- 
mea to Russia for a period of 30 to 50 years, 
made headlines in February when he was 
quoted in a New York Times report as saying 
he had given the document to associates of 
President Donald Trump who then passed it to 
someone who put it on Flynn’s desk. 

The news caused a scandal in Kyiv, and 
Artemenko was ejected from the Radical 
Party as a result. Ukrainian investigators 
later opened a treason case over his actions. 

After a Moscow-friendly Ukrainian 
president fled in the face of protests in Feb- 
ruary 2014, Russia seized Ukraine’s Cri- 
mean Peninsula and fomented separatism 
in eastern Ukraine, where a war between 
Russia-backed separatists and government 
forces has killed more than 9,900 people 
since April 2014. 


Russia says it will never return Crimea 
to Ukraine, making the idea of leasing it to 
Moscow improbable even if it could gain 
support in Ukraine, where many people 
would oppose voluntarily granting Russia 
any form of control over the peninsula. 

Artemenko’s plan never made it to Flynn, 
who was forced out in February after it was 
revealed that he misled Vice President Mike 
Pence about his contacts with Russia’s am- 
bassador to the United States during the 
election campaign. He is currently under 
formal investigation by the Pentagon over 
apparently undisclosed Russian payments. 

Artemenko did not immediately respond 
to RFE/RL’s request for comment. But when 
RFE/RL communicated with him via Face- 
book Messenger on May 2, the lawmaker did 
not respond directly to questions about what 
were then rumors of his loss of citizenship. 

“Fake news destroyed careers and un- 
fortunately kills people!!!! Still waiting of- 
ficial confirmation or denial from president 
administration on my deputy request. So will 
see what next...” Artemenko wrote, adding 
that he was in Washington, D.C. He did not 
explain what the “deputy request” was. 

“T have a couple of very important meet- 
ings with U.S. and Canada officials and 
Ukrainean [sic] diaspora,” he claimed. Asked 
if he was still pushing his “peace plan” for 
Ukraine and trying to meet with Trump ad- 
ministration officials, he wrote, “Exactly.” 

Artemenko did not say whether he would 
return to Ukraine. 
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Ludwig Marianych helps people trace their Ukrainian roots at last year's 
Heritage Festival Ukraine Pavilion. 


UCC Edmonton to organize Ukraine 
Pavilion at Heritage Festival 


(UkrNews)—The task of organizing this year’s Ukraine Pavilion at the 
Edmonton Heritage Festival, which will be held August 5-7, has recently 
been awarded to Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Edmonton Branch. The 
Festival will be held from August 5 — 7, 2017. 

“For the past 41 years, the Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of Canada 
Edmonton Eparchy (BUC) had taken the leadership role in coordinating 
the pavilion. We are deeply honoured to have had Brotherhood in the 
forefront coordinating and ensuring the Ukrainian community has been 
represented for all these years. We recognize the hard work and many 
volunteer hours in putting on this extraordinary annual event. We thank 
all those who have contributed to the success of the Ukraine Pavilion at 
the Edmonton Heritage Festival over the past 40 years,” said UCC Ed- 
monton President Orysia Boychuk. 

“This year is an extraordinary year for the Edmonton Heritage Fes- 
tival. The Festival is now a member of Folklore Canada International 
and is recognized by UNESCO as a Festival that brings significant con- 
tribution to the preservation and enhancement of Heritage and Cultural 
diversity. The event is recognized as an international festival and will be 
marketed to a world-wide audience,” she added 

The organizing group will be hosting a community meeting to provide 
an update on the planning progress for the Ukraine Pavilion and every- 
one who would be interested in getting involved in it, is invited to come. 
The meeting will be held May 30 at 7 pm at the Ukrainian Youth Unity 
Complex — 9515-153 Avenue. 

For more information, email: uccedmaonton@gmail.com 
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Rodan Energy employees at the сотрапу 5 annual charity golf tournament 


Engineering an innovation 
culture at Rodan Energy 


Recognized as one of Canada’s top small & medium employers 


By Richard Yerema and Kristina Leung, 
Mediacorp Canada Inc. staff editors 

When Wesley Bristol joined Rodan Energy Solu- 
tions Inc. as a Director of Business Development in 
March 2015, he didn’t have long to wait for his first 
industry event. Within his first week, he was attending 
the two-day Enercom conference, meeting senior of- 
ficials of Ontario power utilities that would be part of 
his target market. 

“T was getting the chance to meet them before even 
calling on them as prospective customers,” he says. “It 
was great to get my name out there. 

Rodan Energy is a leading clean technology com- 
pany that integrates green energy and smart grid solu- 
tions for power producers, distributors, industrial, 
commercial and institutional consumers. The com- 
pany is headquartered in Mississauga, Ont., with an 
Innovation Hub in Kitchener- Waterloo and a Western 
Region office in Calgary. 

“I wanted to get into the energy industry,” Bristol 
says of his choice of Rodan Energy. “I liked that it 
was a smaller business where I would be exposed to 
many different elements of work, from quoting to pro- 
ject management. With other companies, I might be 
limited to one specific task. It’s turned out to be a great 
fit.” 

In its 14 years, Rodan Energy has grown from a lo- 
cal metering service provider to a national company 
that combines expertise in metering, engineering, de- 
mand response and energy management information 
systems. Its workforce has increased from six em- 
ployees to 70. A further 10 per cent growth in staff is 
expected in 2017, with the possibility of more hires as 
more projects come online, primarily in the U.S. 

Rodan Energy employs field service technicians, 
software developers, engineers, energy analysts, busi- 
ness analysts, program managers, and marketing and 
sales people. The Innovation Hub is home mainly to 
software developers and energy analysts. 


“The corporate culture is client-centric and innova- 
tive,” says Paul Grod, President and CEO. “The focus 
is on helping our clients reduce their total energy 
spend by finding ways they could operate their facili- 
ties more efficiently, and manage their energy usage.” 

As Bristol discovered early in his job, the company 
is keen to promote the professional development of its 
staff. Rodan fosters a culture of innovation by encour- 
aging staff participation in various industry events and 
by developing new solutions in cross-functional work- 
ing groups. 

During performance reviews, employees are asked 
what courses, seminars and conferences they are inter- 


ested in. “We rarely say no,” says Grod. “We encour- ~~ 


age them not only to become better technically at their 
jobs but also to become better leaders.” 

Rodan Energy has an Educational Assistance Plan 
which reimburses professional off-the-job training and 
subsidizes accreditation programs like Certified Ener- 


-gy Manager, Project Management Professional, and 


Certified Measurement and Verification Professional. 

The Employee Initiatives Committee, with em- 
ployee representation from all locations, organizes a 
series of fun social events throughout the year. These 
include an off-site holiday party, an Oktoberfest lunch- 
eon, a charity golf event, table tennis tournaments and 
foosball games. Each department has annual team- 
building activities. Bristol, for example, took part in 
the Sales and Marketing team’s outing to a Toronto 
Marlies game. 

To compete with much larger energy compan- 
ies, Rodan Energy must differentiate itself. “We try 
to promote from within, as that builds loyalty to the 
company,” says Grod..“Our success in recruiting and 
retaining top talent is also attributable to our family- 
friendly culture and providing a flexible work environ- 
ment, which enables staff to balance a challenging ca- 
reer and a demanding family life.” 


Ukraine begins confiscating $1.5B Yanukovych allegedly stole 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine on April 28 started returning 
an estimated $1.5 billion in assets allegedly stolen 
from the Kyiv government by ousted former President 
Viktor Yanukovych and his associates. 

“This money was stolen from the Ukrainian peo- 
ple,” Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko said in 
an address. “It was pulled out of the pocket of every 
Ukrainian.” 

The National Security and Defense Council said 
the state savings bank Oschadbank had begun confis- 
cating the Russia-backed president’s holdings in line 
with an earlier court ruling. 

Council chief Oleksandr Turchynov said the $1.5 
billion would be returned to the state budget. 

Poroshenko’s press service put the exact amount at 
40 billion hryvnias — a figure that was worth about $5 
billion when Yanukovych was still in power. 

The assets belonging to Yanukovych and his cronies 
had been frozen in Ukraine since their government 
was forced out in February 2014 by street protests and 
they fled to exile in Russia. 


The exact amount the old guard may have pocketed 
remains unknown. Ukraine’s acting chief prosecutor 
in April 2014 accused Yanukovych’s inner circle of 
heading a criminal gang that had cost Ukraine up to 
$100 billion. 

Switzerland also froze assets linked to Yanukovych 
and 19 members of his entourage less than a week 
after his four-year tenure in office ended and Porosh- 
enko’s pro-Western government took over. 

In Ukraine, Yanukovych led a lavish lifestyle, build- 
ing himself an opulent palace outside Kyiv that in- 
cluded a petting zoo and a collection of classic cars 
worth millions of dollars. . 

A golden replica of a loaf of bread that Yanukovych 
displayed to his guests became a symbol of his gov- 
ernment’s excesses. 

Yanukovych’s lawyer Vitali Serdyuk denied that his 
client had anything to do with the $1.5 billion being 
confiscated, maintaining that the amount of money 
that remains in Yanukovych’s personal bank account 
is much smaller. 
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Joseph Hoffman 


(Shumka)—Canada’s Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers are pleased to an- 
nounce their new artistic team. 

Current Shumka dancer Joseph 
Hoffman has officially been named 
Artistic Associate of the company, 
while Tasha Orysiuk and Paul Oli- 
jnyk will serve as Shumka’s new 
Creative Directors. Shumka’s cur- 
rent Creative Director, John Pich- 
lyk, will continue to work with 
Shumka in an advisory role, where 
he will help guide Shumka and its 
projects-in-development, including 
Ancestors & Elders, Mosquito’s 
Wedding and the company’s 60th 
Anniversary production. 

All three new members of the art- 
istic team have been making names 
for themselves as creative forces 
to be reckoned with, both within 
Shumka and in the wider Canadian 
dance community. Because of their 
accomplishments, Shumka’s Exec- 
utive Director, Darka Tarnawsky, is 
delighted to give them a chance to 
play a more substantial role within 
the company. “Joe, Tasha, and Paul 
have really impressed us over the 
years, and we're excited to see 
what they’ll be able to achieve in 
these new positions.” 

In Hoffman’s new role as Art- 


istic Associate, he will act as the 
liaison between all facets of the 
artistic team. According to Pichlyk, 
“Joe has a unique artistic mentality. 
Through this role as Artistic Asso- 
ciate, we will mentor Joe and give 
him the tools to become an artistic 
communicator, leader and creator.” 
Joseph is proud to serve in this new 
role, and can’t wait to see what the 
future will bring, “Shumka’s cre- 
ative team has been very inspira- 
tional to me over the years, and it’s 
an honour to become a bigger part 
of that.” 

According to Tarnawsky, “Shu- 
mka works best as a team of artists 
who work together on the develop- 
ment and implementation of ori- 
ginal works. Maintaining relevance 
while respecting our cultural herit- 
age is an important part of our vi- 
sion —a vision shared by many who 
can contribute in various meaning- 
ful ways.” This same vision has 
guided Orysiuk and Olijnyk in 
their work with the company so far, 
and will continue to guide them as 
the new Creative Directors. 

"І want to thank Shumka for this 
opportunity,” Orysiuk says. “I’m 
proud to be able to build on what 
John has already created, and to see 


Paul Olijnyk 


what our new Artistic Team can ac- 
complish together.” 

Olijnyk is also excited to build 
on the successes that the company 
is known for. “Tasha and I have 
been able to work on some amaz- 
ing projects over the years, and I’m 
eager to see what opportunities this 
new role will bring.” 

Both directors have been re- 
cognised for their skill as instruct- 
ors, and Pichlyk, as the outgoing 
director, has no doubt they will be 
able to live up to the demands of 
the role. “As current repetiteurs in 
Shumka, we have seen that Tasha 
and Paul make an excellent team 
with complementary skills and 
creativity to lead the dancers on an 
ongoing basis,” he says. 

“I am so pleased that we have as- 
sembled this dream team of artists 
to take us into our 60th anniversary 
in 2019, and perhaps beyond,” Tar- 
nawsky says. “Shumka believes in 
the “power of we’ and realizes the 
great resources we have among us 
to take us to the next step in our on- 
going evolution. I’m excited to see 
the new team begin the next stage of 
our artistic development, and confi- 
dent they will live up to Shumka’s 
tradition of creative excellence.” 


Ukrainian leaders welcome Macron victory 


By Rahim Rahemtulla, Kyiv Post 

The victory of Emmanuel Ma- 
cron in France’s May 7 presidential 
election is widely being seen as a 
positive outcome for Ukraine, with 
the 39-year-old expected to contin- 
ue to support punishing Russia for 
its war in Ukraine’s Donbas region. 

Ukrainian President Petro Po- 
roshenko has led the praise, call- 
ing Macron’s campaign “brilliant” 
and saying that in the Normandy 
format talks with Germany and 
Russia over the conflict in the Don- 
bas Ukraine has gained “a reliable 
ally.” 

Macron stated a number of times 
while on the campaign trail that 
sanctions on Russia would not be 
lifted until it fulfills its obligations 
under the Minsk Peace deal. Ahead 
of the second round of voting in 
the election, in which the former 
banker faced off against nationalist 
Marine Le Pen, he said that unlike 
his opponent he would not submit 
to the “diktats” of Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin. 

Le Pen, meanwhile, has on the 
question of Russia adopted posi- 
tions opposed to the majority of 
the international community. In 
an interview with CNN’s Chris- 
tiane Amanpour earlier this year, 


she denied that Russia had invaded 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula and 
called sanctions on Russia “com- 
pletely stupid.” Last month she 
visited Moscow for a meeting with 
Putin during which he said his 
country was not seeking to influ- 
ence the French presidential vote 
“in any way.” 

Hanna Hopko, a Ukrainian 
member of parliament and the 
head the parliamentary committee 
on foreign affairs, says that given 
such statements from Le Pen, the 
continuity likely to come from Ma- 
cron in relation to France’s policy 
on Russia is greatly welcomed, es- 
pecially with French and German 
parliamentary elections due to take 
place in the coming months. 

“This is a transition period,” she 
told the Kyiv Post. “We have elec- 
tions in France, then in Germany. 
The new administration in the 
United States is still finalizing its 
position on Russia. We are living in 
a time of great uncertainty.” 

Hopko believes that while elec- 
tions elsewhere in Europe are still 
taking place, Ukraine must take 
steps to address its internal prob- 
lems. 

“It’s important for us not to 
waste this time,” she said. “We 


need to focus on things like making 
the Ukrainian army stronger, intro- 
ducing parliamentary and civilian 
oversight in defense and security 
and on making our economy stron- 
ger and attracting more investors.” 

Tensions between Macron and 
the Kremlin were ratcheted up in 
recent days when his campaign 
headquarters said a massive leak 
of its e-mails and documents just 
before polls opened was likely 
the work of Russian hackers. That 
came after it accused state-backed 
Russian media outlets RT TV and 
Sputnik of spreading fake news. 

Moscow has rejected allega- 
tions of interference but observers 
believe the incidents are likely to 
play a role in future talks involving 
France and Russia, including any 
held in the Normandy format over 
the war in Ukraine. 

“The alleged Russian interven- 
tion in the French election likely 
makes for a potentially difficult 
relationship between Russia and 
France,” said Timothy Ash, an ana- 
lyst at Bluebay Asset Management. 

“In any event, I think we will see 
Moscow trying to push the US to 
take a more active role, likely mov- 
ing away from the Normandy pro- 
cess.” 
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Prof. Kordan at the 2017 Saskatchewan Book Awards 


“No Free Man’ wins 2017 
Saskatchewan Book Award 
for Scholarly Writing 


(PCUH)—The 24th Annual 
Saskatchewan Book Awards were 
held April 29, 2017 at the Conexus 
Arts Centre in Regina. The awards 
celebrate excellence in writing and 
publishing. 

Prof. Bohdan Kordan’s No Free 
Man: Canada, the Great War, and 
the Enemy Alien Experience was 
shortlisted and then selected as 
the recipient of the Jennifer Welsh 
Award in Scholarly Writing. The 
award is presented for the best 
contribution in book form to schol- 
arly work in a particular area that 
“build{s] on theoretical work with- 
in a community of scholars and 
contribute[s] to the creation and 
transmission of knowledge.” 

Examining Canadian govern- 
ment policy towards immigrants 
of ‘enemy’ origin, No Free Man 
describes the precarious position 
of so called enemy aliens in Can- 
ada during WWI, assessing how 
broader concerns about public or- 
der and national security shaped 
government policy,. including the 
internment of some 8,500 and the 
monitoring and surveillance of an 
additional 85,000 individuals. 

Selected by a jury of distin- 


guished academics, the panel de- 
scribed the book as “a compre- 
hensive and compelling study.” 
Said to be “engaging” and “well- 
researched”, the work was cited for 
its wider significance “as we соп- 
front divided loyalties and the cul- 
tural.impact of immigration both in 
yesteryear and today.” 

In accepting the award, Prof. 
Kordan spoke of the experience “as 
a reminder about the fragility of the 
rights we hold in common,” under- 
scoring, however, that it should 
also be considered something of 
“a cautionary tale.” Observing, “If 
it happened then, it could happen 
again today,” he noted, “It forces 
us to be vigilant and to remember.” 
Concluding his remarks, Prof. Kor- 
dan thanked the jurors for the hon- 
our bestowed on him but also “for 
paying homage to the memory of 
the experience, which we need to 
recover and hold dear for our sake 
and the sake of our children.” 

Bohdan Kordan is professor of 
Political Studies, St. Thomas More 
College, University of Saskatch- 
ewan and Director of the Prairie 
Centre for the Study of Ukrainian 
Heritage. 


EU members endorse visa 
liberalization for Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—European Union 
member states endorsed visa lib- 
eralization for Ukraine on May 11, 
clearing the final hurdle for Ukrain- 
ian citizens to travel to the EU’s 
Schengen Area without a visa. 

Representatives of the Euro- 
pean Council and the European 
Parliament are now expected 
to rubber-stamp the decision in 
Strasbourg on May 17, with the 
visa-free regime due to enter into 
force on June 11. 

The decision will apply to all 


Ukrainian citizens who have bio- 
metric passports. They will be able 
to enter all EU member states apart 
from Ireland and the United King- 
dom for up to 90 days during any 
180-day period. 

It also applies to the four Scheng- 
en-area countries that are not in the 
EU: Norway, Iceland, Liechten- 
stein, and Switzerland. 

Visa-free EU travel began on 
March 28 for citizens of Georgia, 
another former Soviet republic that 
is under pressure from Russia. 
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Svitolina sails to 
third title of 2017 
in Istanbul 


(WTA Staff)—Elina Svitolina 
took home a tour-leading third title 
of 2017, ousting No.6 seed Elise 
Mertens, 6-2, 6-4 to win the TEB 
BNP Paribas Istanbul Cup, April 
30. 

“This was something very dif- 
ferent,” she said in her post-match 
press conference. “Last time I 
played on clay, I got injured in the 
early part of the season, so it was 
difficult for me to come back on 
this surface and trust my body and 
my legs. This year, I prepared bet- 
ter, took more time off, and I was 
very happy that physically, I could 
make it through this week. 

“Clay is very tough, and it can 
kill your body if you’re not pre- 
pared.” 

Svitolina started the season with 
titles at the Taiwan Open and the 
Dubai Duty Free Tennis Cham- 
pionships, but Istanbul has spe- 
cial significance for the Ukrain- 
ian youngster, who won her first 
singles title of any kind in this very 
city — at a 10K ITF Challenger. 

Winning her second-ever clay 
court title, the top seed rolled to the 
trophy, losing just one set en route. 

“T was trying to take it match by 
match, and have it in my mind that 
I need to be 100% each match, be- 
cause the girls are even more mo- 
tivated to beat you when you’re the 
No.1 seed. There’s extra pressure 
on me as well, and so I had to put 
it all behind me and think only of 
myself. People expected me to win, 
so that’s tough, but it can also be 
good for your confidence.” 

The win maintains Svitolina’s 
spot among the Top 8 on the 
Porsche Race to Singapore leader- 


Elina Svitolina 


board, but she insists she’s not 


thinking too much about making 
her debut at the BNP Paribas WTA 
Finals Singapore presented by SC 
Global. 

“Tt’s not even halfway through 
the season! I don’t want to put any 
pressure on myself. It’s the goal to 
qualify for Singapore, but ГА also 
be happy to finish the year Top 15, 
because I’m happy on the court 
with myself and my game.” 

Meanwhile, it was also a stellar 
week for Mertens, who discovered 
her clay court form through a win- 
ning Fed Cup weekend, leading 
Belgium to a 3-2 win over a tough 
Russian team and reaching her 
second career final after earning 
her maiden title back in January at 
the Hobart International. 
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Joshua lands a left hook early in round five, sending Klitschko to the canvas. Photograph: Ben Stansall/AFP/ 


Joshua stops Klitschko in 
the 11th round at Wembley 


By Luke Reddy 

(BBC Sport)—Anthony Joshua produced the per- 
formance of his career to add the WBA world heavy- 
weight title to his IBF crown with an enthralling 
knockout win over Wladimir Klitschko at Wembley 
Stadium, April 30. 

A post-war record 90,000 fans at the national sta- 
dium were treated to a see-saw contest, Joshua drop- 
ping the former unified world champion in the fifth 
round, before being put down — for the first time in 
his 19-fight career — in the sixth. 

Both men looked in danger of being stopped over 
two rounds which will live long in the memory, before 
Joshua delivered the clinical blows in the 11th. 

The Briton landed a brutal uppercut which gave him 
the platform to send Klitschko down with an immedi- 
ate flurry. 

The Ukrainian stood, was dropped by a left hook 
again moments later, then stood again, only for ref- 
eree David Fields to save him when pinned against the 
ropes. 

Joshua threw his arms into the air as roars rolled 
down the Wembley tiers. He had come through his 
stiffest test to date, while Klitschko too had answered 
questions, showing he remains competitive at world 
level, even at 41. 

He will rue not finishing the job when he floored 
Joshua and appeared tantalisingly close to reclaiming 
two of the titles he lost in his last fight against Tyson 
Fury in 2015. 

At the time of the stoppage, Joshua was up 96-93 
and 95-93 on two cards, with Klitschko leading 95-93 
on the other. 

After lengthy ring walks, fireworks, deafening noise 
and a rousing British national anthem, an opening six 
minutes of skill over power played out. 

Klitschko flicked his jab, his left hand waving in 
front of Joshua’s face. Feints from both men stood out 
as they hunted openings. 

A solid right hand early in the fourth caught Joshua, 
who responded with the same shot later in the round, 
nodding at his rival on the bell. 

And then came the power punching in a pulsating 
fifth round. Joshua shook his man before sending him 
down face first with a flurry of punches. 

The crowd sensed blood, urging the Briton forward, 
only for Klitschko — cut above his left eye — to show 
the heart which has made him the most dominant 
heavyweight of the 21st century. 

He pinned Joshua to the ropes, turning the round 
on its head, and then came out in the sixth to adminis- 
ter an overhand right which crumpled the champion. 
In uncharted waters, Joshua answered the count and 


faced a stiff examination before the bell. 

This was now an epic, living up to the hype, heavy- 
weight boxing at its most captivating. 

The pace dropped, it had to, though any fear of 
Joshua’s career-high weight slowing him down was 
unceremoniously put to bed in the 11th as his power 
unified the titles. 

The sweat flew from Klitschko’s head-as the tell- 
ing uppercut landed crushingly, before Joshua hunted 
down his opponent to seal a historic win. 

Less than three years ago, Joshua fought here low 
down the Froch-Groves undercard, but 13 fights later he 
stood centre stage, seeking a win promoter Eddie Hearn 
said would make him “the biggest star in British sport”. 

Hearn, a bevy of global sponsors and a sizeable 
entourage have backed and built the Joshua brand — 
investment which looks stunningly astute on a night 
when his reputation was further enhanced. 

Through his litany of knockout wins there have been 
question marks. Could he withstand punishment? Did 
he have the skills to match a world-level fighter? 

He answered emphatically, complementing solid 
technique early on with resistance when troubled and 
brutal power down the stretch. 

This bout was televised by two networks in the US, 
only the third time in history such a deal has been 
struck, and the Las Vegas fight nights enjoyed by Len- 
nox Lewis — the last undisputed heavyweight cham- 
pion — look to be on the cards. 

The wild celebrations of those closest to him under- 
lined just what this meant. A man carrying a huge 
weight of expectation had delivered. 

Defiance has poured from Klitschko in recent 
months. The Ukrainian has compared himself to Ever- 
est, talked of an “obsession” in bouncing back from 
defeat by Fury, and preached about his peaceful state 
of mind as challenger, not champion. 

Such a steely demeanour hinted retirement in the 
short term was out of the question, and he is under- 
stood to still have three fights left on a contract with 
German broadcaster RTL. 

He looked a different fighter to the one beaten by 
Fury, and markedly better than in his latest points 
win over Bryant Jennings, but the size of his task was 
huge. 

He was the underdog with bookmakers, with only 
George Foreman having won a recognised world title 
past the age of 40. 

The trademark jab and power right hand were on 
show, as was guts aplenty in getting up three times. 

And, despite losing the richest bout in British box- 
ing history — with an estimated £30m pot shared by 
the fighters, it is clear the fire still burns. 


